Ark Pioneer learning at Home
Core Curriculum
Geography
Work to be completed
□
□
□
□
□

Work 1 – Complete activities 1 + 2
Work 2 – Complete activities 3 + 4
Work 3 – Red pen check your table from activity 4 (see answers on page p8) + complete
activity 5
Work 4 – Complete 6 + Stretch task on page 6
Work 5 – Copy, cover and check the 4 key words in the glossary + complete Online Quiz
before next Tuesday

Resources / links to help with work:
□ NEW!: You could practise some of the skills you have learned this year by going onto
Oak National Academy’s Digital Lessons. There are different topics. If you want to
practise:
□ Knowledge of the world’s countries and continents, as well as your map skills, right
click here.
□ Tectonic plate theory, and earthquakes and volcanoes - right click here.
How will this work be checked?
Each week you will be given ‘red pen work’ to carry out corrections on the learning that you are
doing at home. Please make sure this work is done and that you correct all work in your exercise
book. You can red-pen check your Geography work using the answers at the bottom of the
booklets, after you have finished having a go yourself.
You must also complete the weekly quiz for your core curriculum subjects online and the link to
those is on our school website in the ‘quizzes’ drop-down option from ‘Home Learning’.

How much time should I be studying and what happens if I don’t finish all my work?
For core curriculum subjects you are expected to do 30min each day as a minimum. Those
subjects are English language, English literature, Maths, Science, History and Geography. These
subjects all have a weekly quiz and will be checked in on by your form teacher when they call
each week.
All other subjects are ‘Extended Curriculum’ and they should be done after you have finished the
Core Curriculum tasks for the day. You should plan to do work in different subjects each day. We
recommend that pupils do one hour per week in each of the ‘extended curriculum’ subjects.
We recognise that it is not possible for all pupils to complete all work given the exceptional
circumstance. Please speak with your form tutor about the work if it is becoming unmanageable.
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Lesson 08 - What extreme weather can happen in the UK?
Lesson 8 – What extreme weather can happen in the UK?
Extreme weather - when a
weather event is unusual or
severe and threatens people
and property.

Severe winter – winters that
are much colder than
average, with frequent
temperatures below
freezing.

Storm – weather events that
bring strong winds and heavy
rainfall. (Storms in the UK are
different to hurricanes).

Heatwave - when the
weather is much hotter than
expected, and it lasts for at
least three days.

Activity 1: Complete the Do Now in your books – answering in full sentences.
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Activity 2: Read + answer the questions
Extreme weather is when a weather event is unusual or severe and it is a threat to people and
property. If it is a bit cooler, hotter, rainier or windier than usual but only for a day it’s not classified as
extreme weather. Usually this is weather that last for several days and is much more severe.
Let’s look at some examples that can occur around the world. You might recognise some of these
from the news. For example, wildfire is when the forests burn uncontrollably. California had wildfire in
2018 and Australia in 2019. Drought is when there is a long period without enough rain. This particularly
impacts countries located near the tropics such as Mozambique or Kenya. Blizzard is a strong
snowstorm, this can happen in many places in the world, but especially in mountainous areas. Finally,
hurricanes are giant tropical storms that occur in hot and humid regions of the world, such as the
Caribbean.
Questions:
a)
b)
c)
d)

How long does a weather event need to last in order to be classified as ‘extreme’?
What is a drought?
What are hurricanes and where do they occur?
Describe any extreme weather event you have been in and where it happened.

Activity 3: Read + answer the questions
Now, we might think of the UK as somewhere were
the weather is quite ordinary or even dull, but not
extreme. So, it typically drizzles, rather than pours,
and it’s cool rather than freezing. However, the UK
does have its own set of extreme weather events,
some of which we have seen in recent months and
years. For example, Storm Dennis (February 2020)
and Beast from the East (Feb-March 2018).
Questions:
a) What is extreme about the weather in each
picture?
b) How might these events impact people?
c) How might these events impact property
(think houses and businesses)?
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Extreme weather is when a weather event is unusual or severe and can threaten
people and property.
Read about the three types of extreme weather in the UK and complete the tasks on the next page.

Heatwaves

A heatwave is when the weather is much hotter than expected, and it lasts for
at least three days. There is little or no rain. Long heatwaves can be
problematic for farming as crops are ruined. They can also endanger lives due
to heatstroke and dehydration.
A heatwave occurred in the UK in July and August of 2003. It resulted in 2000 UK
deaths, mostly among the elderly. People were advised to not go out in the
hottest part of the day (11am-3pm), to close curtains to keep the home cool
and to stay hydrated. The hottest UK temperature on record occurred during
this heatwave; recorded in Cambridge at 38.7°C. A more recent heatwave
occurred in July 2019, with temperatures approaching those of 2003.

Severe winters

Severe winters are much colder than normal. Temperatures are often below
freezing and blizzards (strong snowstorms with high winds) cause snow to cover
the land. The satellite image shows all of the UK covered in snow.
The Big Freeze of 2010 was a severe winter in the UK. The average temperature
was -1°C. There were in total 22 fatalities, most due to road accidents on the
ice and others due to the freezing conditions. Some train tracks melted and
buckled under the heat. The Eurostar train was closed as well as some airports.
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Storms

Storms can bring strong winds and heavy rains. Intense rainfall in the rivers causes
them to overflow and strong winds at the coast cause storm surges (large waves
that flood onto the land). The flooding will damage infrastructure and property,
especially in coastal regions and areas located near to rivers. People will often
need to be evacuated.
There were two major storms in the UK in February 2020; Storm Ciara and Storm
Dennis causing 7 fatalities. In south Wales and central England these caused
widespread flooding and windstorms, amounting to 80,000 properties that
needed repairs.

Activity 4: Complete the table
describing each weather
condition.

Copy the table out.

Activity 5: Complete these
questions in your book.
a. What type of locations are
more vulnerable to the effects
of storms?
b. Outline two ideas for advice
for people to protect them
from severe winters.
c. Why is a heatwave considered
extreme weather?
d. Justify which weather event is
most dangerous.
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Activity 6: Annotate the photos for each extreme weather type to describe the following.
a. evidence of the extreme weather event
b. any impacts of the weather event
c. any responses of the weather event
Exemplar photo analysis for heatwave
Response:
People to stay
indoors during
the heat of the
day

Response:
Curtains closed
to keep house
cool

Evidence:
Yellow fields are
evidence of hot
temperatures
and lack of rain.

Impact:
Crops may
be ruined.

Stretch Are extreme weather events becoming more frequent?
Study the graph below. Is there evidence is there to suggest that extreme weather events
are becoming more frequent? Refer to dates and example hazards in your answer.

Number of extreme weather events
around the world 1980-2016

earthquake,
tsunami, volcano

hurricanes and storms

Hazards caused by the earth

flooding

heatwave, drought,
wildfire

Hazards caused by the weather
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Lesson 08 - What extreme weather can happen in the UK? ANSWERS
Activity 1:

Activity 2:
a) How long does a weather event need to last in order to be classified as ‘extreme’? Several
days of severe weather.
b) What is a drought? Drought is when there is a long period without enough rain. This
particularly impacts countries located near the tropics such as Mozambique or Kenya.
c) What are hurricanes and where do they occur? Hurricanes are giant tropical storms that
occur in hot and humid regions of the world, such as the Caribbean.
d) Describe any extreme weather event you have been in and where it happened.

Activity 3:
a) What is extreme about the weather in each picture? Answers – Storms and flooding = too
much water from rain and wind. Heatwave = too hot. Sever winter = too cold and icy).
b) How might these events impact people? Emergency services needed for those flooded,
risk to health in severe heatwaves without technologies like air-conditioning.
c) How might these events impact property (think houses and businesses)? Businesses shut,
properties damaged and needing repair, transport links damaged – economic costs in
short-term and long-term.
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