Ark Pioneer Learning at Home
Core Curriculum
English Literature 16 – Additional Support Booklet
Ancient Tales
Work to be completed
This booklet is designed as an alternative to the main
English Department booklet. We are continuing unit of
work called Ancient Tales. In this booklet we will meet an
evil character called King Shahriya and his wife
Shaharazad. They are found in a collection of ancient
stories called ‘The One Thousand and One Nights’. This
collection contains lots of different tales by lots of
different writers, and from lots of different Middle Eastern
countries. The tales are all connected by the character
of Shaharazad who is the narrator and also features in
the tales. We are reading a translation by NJ Dawood.

Resources/Links to help with this work:
 Here is a link the the Encyclopaedia Britannica page on ‘One
Thousand and One Nights’
 Wikipedia’s page on ‘One Thousand and One Nights’
 Here is a Wikipedia link to NJ Dawood
 Here is a link to a summary of ten particularly famous stories from the
collection.
 Here is a great link introducing the 1001 nights and Shahrazad.
 Here is a YouTube link introducing the stories.
 Here is another YouTube link introducing the stories.
 This is a link to a ballet that tells the story of Shahrazad.

1

Information: Tales from The Thousand and One Nights
Today, we are going to meet a malicious character. His name is King
Shahriyar.
He is a character from a famous story called Tales from the One Thousand
and One Nights. This story contains lots of different tales by lots of different
writers, and from lots of different Middle Eastern countries.
Even though the stories in Tales from the One Thousand and One Nights
come from different countries, writers and time periods, the book pretends
that each tale is told by one woman called Shahrazad who is also a
character in the story.
Today, we are going to learn why she tells all these amazing stories.
We are going to start reading in the middle of the story. At this point, King
Shahriyar has just found out that his wife, the queen, has been unfaithful
(cheated on him).
Activity 1:
Read the first section of the story and answer the questions below it.

One Thousand and One Nights translated by NJ Dawood
Crazed with anger, King Shahriyar put his Queen to death,
together with all her women and the slaves. And after that he
made it his custom to marry a young girl every day and kill
her the next morning. This he continued to do for three years,
until an outcry arose among the people, and some of them
left the country with their daughters.
At last a day came when the King’s vizier searched
the city in vain for a wife for his master. Finding none, and
dreading the King’s anger, he returned home with a heavy
heart.
Now, the vizier himself had two daughters. The older
was Shahrazad, and the younger Dunyazad. Shahrazad was
both beautiful and accomplished: she knew the works of
poets and the legends of ancient kings.
Shahrazad noticed her father’s anxiety and asked him
what made him so sad. The vizier told her the reason. ‘Dear
Father,’ she said, ‘give me in marriage to the King. Either I will
die a martyr’s death, or I will live and save my countrymen’s
daughters.’

custom – tradition,
way of doing
something
outcry –
disapproval, anger
vizier – employee
in vain – without
success
accomplished –
skilful

martyr – a person
who is killed for
their beliefs
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Her proposal filled the vizier with horror. He warned her
how dangerous it would be; but she had made up her mind
and would not listen to his advice.
Comprehension questions (answer in full sentences)
1. What do you learn about King Shahriyar? Make a bullet
point list.
Tips
•
•
•
•

What doe he do to his first wife?
What does he do to his subsequent (next) wives?
How does he make his vizier (advisor) feel?
How does he make his subjects (people he rules) feel?

2. What do you learn about Shahrazad? Make a bullet point
list.

resolved –
determined

Tips

arrayed – dressed

•
•
•
•
•
•

What does her father do?
Does she have any siblings?
What do we learn of her appearance?
What do we learn of her interests and intellect? (How
clever she is)
How does she feel about her father?
What brave decision does she make?

Extension: For each attribute, find a short quotation to support
your idea.
For example: King Shahriya has a wild and deadly temper:

decked – dressed
made ready – got
ready

Allah – the Arabic
word for God

‘Crazed with anger, King Shahriyar put his Queen to death,
together with all her women and the slaves.’
Activity 2:
Read the next section and answer the questions below it.
‘Nothing will change my mind, Father,’ Shahrazad said at the
end of the story. ‘I am resolved.’
So the vizier arrayed his daughter in bridal garments,
decked her with jewels, and made ready to announce her
wedding to the King.
When she said good-by to her sister, Shahrazad gave
her these instructions: ‘After I have been received by the King
I shall send for you. When you come, you must say, “Tell us,
sister, some tale of marvel to pass the night.” Then I will tell
you a tale which, if Allah wills, shall be the means of our
deliverance.’
So the vizier went with his daughter to the King. And
when the King had taken Shahrazad to his chamber, she
wept and said, ‘I have a young sister to whom I dearly wish to
say a last farewell.’
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The King sent for Dunyazad, who came and threw her
arms around her sister’s neck and sat down beside her.
Then Dunyazad said to Shahrazad, “Tell us, sister, a tale
of marvel so that the night may pass pleasantly.’
‘Gladly,’ she answered, ‘if the King permits me.’ The
King, who was troubled with sleeplessness, gave her leave
and eagerly listened to Shahrazad’s story:’
This is where the story about Shahrazad ends and the first tale
of One Thousand and One Nights begins. Shahrazad tells a
range of stories. Some of the most famous are Aladdin, Ali
Baba and the Forty Thieves, and Sinbad the Sailor.
Comprehension questions (answer in full sentences)
1. What instructions does Shahrazad give her sister?
2. What problem does the king suffer from?

Information: Shahrazad’s ingenious* plan
*very clever and original
Shahrazad is meant to be killed the morning after her wedding. This is King
Shahriyar’s custom. It is what he decided to do after he found his first wife
cheating on him.
However, Shahrazad’s ingenious plan is to tell King Shahriyar a story that is
so exciting and interesting that he puts off killing her so he can hear the
next part. This plan works!
Let’s read what happens at the end of the story, after Shahrazad has shared
all her tales.
Activity 3:
Read the end of the story and answer the questions below it.
Epilogue
Night after night, for a thousand and one nights, Shahrazad told
King Shahriyar strange and wonderous stories; and so charmed
was he by her beauty and gentle wit that at the dawn of each
day he put off her execution until the next.
Now, during this time she also bore the King three sons. On
the thousand and first night, when she had ended the last of her
tales, she rose and kissed the ground before him, saying, ‘Great
King, for a thousand and one nights I have told you stories of past
ages and the legends of ancient kings. May I now make so bold
as to beg a favour of Your Majesty?’

Epilogue – a
section or
speech at the
end of a book
or play that
serves as a
comment on
or a
conclusion to
what has
happened
wit – dressed
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The King replied, ‘Ask, and it shall be granted.’ Shahrazad
called out to the nurses, saying, ‘Bring me my children.’
Three little boys were instantly brought in, one walking, one
crawling on all fours, and the third held in the arms of his nurse.
Shahrazad ranged the little ones before the King and, again
kissing the ground before him, said, ‘Look upon these three whom
God has granted to us. For their sake I implore you to save my life.
For if you destroy the mother of these infants, they will find none
among women to love them as I would.’
The King kissed his three sons, and his eyes filled with tears
as he answered, ‘I swear by Allah, Shahrazad, that you were
already pardoned before the coming of these children. I loved
you because I found you chaste and gentle, wise and eloquent.
May God bless you, and bless your father and mother, you
ancestors, and all your descendants. O Shahrazad, this thousand
and first night is brighter for us than the day!’
Shahrazad rejoiced. She kissed the King’s hand and called
down blessings upon him.
The people were overjoyed at the news of the King’s
pardon.
Next morning Shahriyar summoned to his presence the great
ones of the city, the chamberlains, the nobles, and the officers of
his army. When they had all assembled in the great hall of the
palace, he proclaimed his decision to spare the life of his bride.
Then he called his vizier, Shahrazad’s father, and invested him
with a magnificent robe of honor, saying, ‘God has raised up your
daughter to be the saviour of my people. I have found her
chaste, wise, and eloquent, and repentance has come to me
through her.’
Then the King gave robes of honor to the courtiers and the
captains of his army, and ordered the decoration of his capital.
The city was decked and lighted; and in the streets and
market squares drums were beaten, trumpets blared, and
clarions sounded. The King lavished alms on the poor and the
destitute, and all the people feasted at his expense for thirty days
and thirty nights.
King Shahriyar reigned over his subjects in all justice, and
lived happily with Shahrazad ever after.
Comprehension questions (answer in full sentences)
1. What reason does Shahrazad give to the King, asking him
to not kill her?

bold – brave

implore – beg
infants –
children

pardoned –
forgiven

chaste –
faithful to her
husband
eloquent –
beg
ancestors and
descendants–
relations more
distant that
your
grandparents
from whom
you are
descended
honor – the
translation we
are reading
uses American
spellings which
is why honour
is spelt ‘honor’
clarions –
dressed
lavished alms
– gave food
and money
destitute – the
very poor
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(Tip: it’s to do with their children)
2. How does the king respond to Shahrazad’s request?
(Tip: The King shows that he has changed)
3. Give three ways the city celebrates the King’s pardon.

Information: repentance

(Tip: Look at the penultimate (second to last) paragraph)

Now read the information below about the word
‘repentance’. It is an important word for this story.

Activity 4:
Look at the final section of the story, the Epilogue. Find three
quotations which prove King Shahriyar is repentant.
Tips:
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•
•
•
•
•

Look for a quotation about his eyes
Look for the word ‘pardoned’
Look for the word ‘proclaimed’
Look for the word ‘saviour’ and ‘repentance’
Look for the word ‘lavished’

The moral of Shahrazad’s story
Read the information below about the word ‘cliff hanger’. It is an important for
this story.
Information: cliff hanger

Activity 5
Why is it an ingenious idea for Shahrazad to tell stories that end on cliff
hangers?

Understanding the moral of the tale of Shahrazad
The King learned a lot during the story. We are meant to learn from the story
too.
Activity 6
Below are four possible morals to the tale of Shahrazad. Use the word bank to
help you fill in the blanks.
just
transformation beginning
death No-one love
good
cunning terrible weak evil
change
triumph
cliffhangers
marry
ingenious mind
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Moral 1: Good will __________ over evil
The king is evil and cruel at the ______________of the story but at the end his
__________for Shahrazad softens his heart and he becomes __________ and
fair.
Moral 2: ____________is beyond repentance
Even though the king has done ___________ things, he is able to ____________
his ways in the end and become a __________ ruler.
Moral 3: A little bit of _____________ can save your life
Shahrazad’s father does not want her to __________ the king – he is sure it can
only lead to her certain __________. However Shahrazad’s _____________ plan
to tell stories with _________________ not only saves her life, but also leads to a
______________________ in the wicked character of the king.
Moral 3: Power comes in many forms
The king is very powerful but uses his power for __________. Shahrazad might
seem ___________ in the face of his power, but she uses the power of her
clever ______________ to eventually win over the king and persuades him to
change his ways and instead use his power for good.
Now Red Pen Check your work on the next page
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Red Pen Check your work
Activity 1
Comprehension questions (answer in full sentences)
1. What do you learn about King Shahriyar? Make a bullet point list.
2. What do you learn about Shahrazad? Make a bullet point list.

Activity 2
Comprehension questions (answer in full sentences)
1. What instructions does Shahrazad give her sister?
Shahrazad instructs her sister to, in front of the king, ask Shahrazad to tell her a
“some tale of marvel to pass the night”.
2. What problem does the king suffer from?
The king finds it difficult to sleep.
Activity 3
Comprehension Check
1. What reason does Shahrazad give to the King, asking
him to not kill her?
She says that the King shouldn’t kill her as no one will be able to look
after and love their three children as well as she can.
2. How does the king respond to Shahrazad’s request?
He says that he had already pardoned her, and lists all the things he
admires and loves about her.
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3. Give three ways the city celebrates the King’s pardon.
The city is decorated, the King gives out money to the poor and
everyone feasts for thirty days and thirty nights in celebration of the
King’s pardon.
Activity 4

Activity 5
This is an ingenious idea because the king will want to find out what happens
in the next section of the story. If he kills Shahrazad, he won’t be able to find
out what happens next!
Activity 6
Moral 1: Good will triumph over evil
The king is evil and cruel at the beginning of the story but at the end his love
for Shahrazad softens his heart and he becomes just and fair.
Moral 2: No-one is beyond repentance
Even though the king has done terrible things, he is able to change his ways
in the end and become a good ruler.
Moral 3: A little bit of cunning can save your life
Shahrazad’s father does not want her to marry the king – he is sure it can only
lead to her certain death However Shahrazad’s ingenious plan to tell stories
with cliffhangers not only saves her life, but also leads to a transformation in
the wicked character of the king.
Moral 3: Power comes in many forms
The king is very powerful but uses his power for evil. Shahrazad might seem
weak in the face of his power, but she uses the power of her clever mind to
eventually win over the king and persuades him to change his ways and
instead use his power for good.
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