Ark Pioneer learning at Home
Core Curriculum
English Language – week 15
Work to be completed
Note: For English, it is easier to do 3 days of 1-hour literature lessons, and 2 days of 1-hour English
language lessons rather than the recommended 30 mins a day of core subjects.


English Language lesson 1 – Structure



English Language lesson 2 – The Myth of Baucis and Philemon

Support Resources
• Additional Support Booklet – English Language Week 14

How will this work be checked?
Each week you will be given ‘red pen work’ to carry out corrections on the learning that you are
doing at home. Please make sure this work is done and that you correct all work in your exercise
book before you complete the quiz.
You must complete the weekly quiz for English Language online and the link to those is on our
school website in the ‘quizzes’ drop-down option from ‘Home Learning’.
How much time should I be studying and what happens if I don’t finish all my work?
For core curriculum subjects you are expected to do 30min each day as a minimum. Those
subjects are English language, English literature, Maths, Science, History and Geography. These
subjects all have a weekly quiz and will be checked in on by your form teacher when they call
each week. Note: For English, it is easier to do 3 days of 1-hour literature lessons, and 2 days of 1
hour English language lessons rather than the recommended 30 mins a day of core subjects.
All other subjects are ‘Extended Curriculum’ and they should be done after you have finished the
Core Curriculum tasks for the day. You should plan to do work in different subjects each day. We
recommend that pupils do one hour per week in each of the ‘extended curriculum’ subjects.
We recognise that it is not possible for all pupils to complete all work given the exceptional
circumstance. Please speak with your form tutor about the work if it is becoming unmanageable.
Support:
These workbooks have been designed for you to work through them independently. There are
several support resources available through the links above and further help inside this
booklet. You can also complete the alternative lesson in the Additional Support Booklet if you are
finding these lessons difficult.
However, if you have really tried but are still stuck or do not understand what is being asked,
please email your form tutor with clear details of the subject, page number and question/issue
that you have.
You can also find a video of the Greek Myth Lesson
here: https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/the-myth-of-baucis-and-philemon
Why is the work in this booklet important to complete?
This work is important to complete because you will learn to write a well-structured love story with
an opening, problem, solution and happy ending. You will learn about key grammatical rules that
will make your writing more accurate and precise.
You will also learn about famous Greek myths which influenced many famous writers who you will
go on and study. We have already seen a few of these influences in the setting of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream and the story of the poem Echo and Narcissus.

Can parents, carers and siblings help?
Yes, of course! Family members can help in the following ways:
Help you check your work using the answer booklet we provide.
Help you with the planning of the story and check their writing after you have completed it using
the Mastery Checks.
Write a story at the same time as you. You could then compare your stories and check each
other’s writing.
What else can I do if I love reading and writing and I want more of a challenge?
Keep reading articles.
Complete the Aim High tasks at the end of the lessons in this booklet.

Lesson 1 – Structure
Lesson 1.1 - Do Now
Think of a book or story you have enjoyed recently.
1. What happened in the beginning?
2. What happened in the middle?
3. What happened at the end?
4. Why do you think the writer put the events in that order?
5. How might the story have been different if it began with the ending?

Lesson 1.2 - Reading
Read the following extract from Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix at least twice.

Extract from ‘Harry Potter and The Order of the Phoenix’
Harry and his cousin Dudley find the atmosphere in a local
alley way suddenly change...
Something had happened to the night. The star-strewn
indigo sky was suddenly pitch-black and lightless — the stars,
the moon, the misty streetlamps at either end of the alley
had vanished. The distant grumble of cars and the whisper
of trees had gone. The balmy evening was suddenly,
piercingly, bitingly cold. They were surrounded by total,
impenetrable, silent darkness, as though some giant hand had dropped a thick, icy
mantle over the entire alleyway, blinding them.
For a split second Harry thought he had done magic without meaning to, despite the fact
that he’d been resisting as hard as he could — then his reason caught up with his senses
— he didn’t have the power to turn off the stars. He turned his head this way and that,
trying to see something, but the darkness pressed on his eyes like
a weightless veil.
Dudley’s terrified voice broke in Harry’s ear.
“W-what are you d-doing? St-stop it!”
“I’m not doing anything! Shut up and don’t move!”
“I c-can’t see! I’ve g-gone blind! I —”
“I said shut up!”
Harry stood stock-still, turning his sightless eyes left and right. The cold was so intense that
he was shivering all over; goose bumps had erupted up his arms, and the
hairs on the back of his neck were standing up — he opened his eyes to
their fullest extent, staring blankly around, unseeing. His heart thumped in
his chest..... It was impossible. . . . They couldn’t be here. . . . Not in Little
Whinging . . . He strained his ears. . . . He would hear them before he saw
them. . . .
“I’ll t-tell Dad!” Dudley whimpered. “W-where are you? What are you d-do
— ?”
“Will you shut up?” Harry hissed, “I’m trying to lis —”
But he fell silent. He had heard just the thing he had been dreading.
There was something in the alleyway apart from themselves, something that was drawing
long, hoarse, rattling breaths. Harry felt a horrible jolt of dread as he stood trembling in the
freezing air.

Lesson 1.3 - Recall
Put the order of the events from the text in the correct order.
Dudley spoke in a terrified
voice.
The lights went out.
Harry looked around to see
what had turned off the
lights.
It suddenly turned very
cold.

Harry’s heart was thumping.
Harry yelled at Dudley to shut
up.
Harry saw something in the
alleyway.
Harry stood still.

Lesson 1.4 – Comprehension
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What ‘happened to the night’ at the beginning of this extract?
What does Harry think happened at first?
How would you describe Dudley’s reaction?
What evidence (quotations) can you find to prove that Harry is tense?
Which sentence/s show us that we should be worried for Harry?

Lesson 1.5 – Structure
Structure is how something is pieced together. Look at this watch.
Whoever designed it thought carefully about the best way to
structure the pieces together so it could work perfectly.
The structure of a text is the order things happen in that text.
Writers rarely structure their texts without thinking carefully about
what would be best to come at the beginning, middle or end.
There is very often a clear reason for their choices, you just have to look for it!
When talking about the structure of a text, you will often talk about the reader’s
response. E.g. In Oliver Twist, Dickens makes the character of Bill more and more violent
until the reader can see there is no way out for him other than death.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What happens at the beginning of this extract?
Why do you think the writer starts with this?
What happens in the middle?
Why do you think the writer moves onto this?
What happens at the end?
Why do you think the writer finishes with this?

Lesson 1.6 – analytical paragraph (this is an optional stretch activity)
How does the writer build tension and suspense in this scene?
Possible quotations:
‘They were surrounded by total, impenetrable, silent darkness, as though some giant
hand had dropped a thick, icy mantle over the entire alleyway’
‘The cold was so intense that he was shivering all over; goose bumps had erupted up his
arms, and the hairs on the back of his neck were standing up —'
‘His heart thumped in his chest..... It was impossible. . . . They couldn’t be here. . . . Not in
Little Whinging . . . He strained his ears. . . . He would hear them before he saw them. . . .’
‘There was something in the alleyway apart from themselves, something that was
drawing long, hoarse, rattling breaths.’

It would also be a good idea to talk about structure in the paragraph, using some of your
answers from the previous activity. Red pen your answers to 1.5 before completing this
paragraph.
Analytical paragraph prompts:
1. The writer builds tension by…
2. This can be seen when it says, “…”/ We can see this when ____ says, “…”/Rowling writes,
“…”
3. Consider the following questions:
a. What is happening here?
b. What does this tell us about the question?
c. Can you pick out a particular word or phrase and what it suggests?
d. How might a reader react? What might they think, feel or understand from this?
e. Why do you think the writer included this quotation?

Lesson 2 - The Myth of Baucis and Philemon
2.1 Do Now
Look at this painting which is inspired by the myth you will read toady. What predictions
can you make about what the story will be about?

2.2 Reading – The Myth of Baucis and Philemon

steep-sided – the
side is at a great
angle
valley - a low area
of land between
hills or mountains
linden – lime tree
entwined – tangled
together and
wrapped around
each other

sacred – very
important, religious
hospitality – having
guests or providing
a service
flouted – to go
against and not
follow a rule

plight – dangerous
or difficult situation
devoted – very
loving or loyal
bedraggled – tired
and messy
stoop – bend down
slightly
long-cherished –
had appreciated
for a long time

2.2 Think Hard – Clues in the text
Answer these questions using the text you have read.
1. Zeus and Hermes had to stoop to get into the hut. What does this suggest about the
hut?
2. What does it suggest that they sat on stools?
3. What does it suggest that the woman had to blow on the ash to get it going again?
Why might they have not thrown on more fuel?
4. What dies the word ‘ling cherished’ suggest about the pork?

fragrant – had a
strong (nice)
smell

What do you think is causing the wine jug to be refilled?

pluck – take the
feathers out
in their honour –
to pay respect to
them

ridge - a long,
narrow hilltop
awe – respect
mixed with
surprise, wonder
and fear
glory –
magnificence or
great beauty

Why do you think they have flooded the village? Why
have they spared Baucis and Philemon?

hobbled –
walked with
difficulty
bark – name of
the material that
makes up a tree
trunk
embraced –
hugged
buds – what
flowers look like
before they
emerge
emerging –
coming out from
crown – top of
your head
offerings – gifts
lovers – people
in love

Think Hard: Comprehension Questions

Think Harder: Moral Message
A moral is something concerned with the principles of right and wrong, or proper conduct
(behaviour).
Many stories contain moral messages which allow us to explore how humans do, can and
should behave.
What do you think the moral of this story is?

Stretch for Lesson 2:
Answer these questions in detail using paragraphs.
1) Why is it important that Baucis and Philemon behaved in this selfless and hospitable
way to the gods?
2) What other examples of xenia (hospitality) can you think of?
3) Is it important in our society to demonstrate xenia (hospitality)? Why?

Aim High / Stretch Tasks
 Rewrite the Harry Potter extract so the events happen in a different order
 Write an analytical paragraph about how the setting is presented in the opening of
the Harry Potter extract
 Rewrite the Myth of Baucis and Philemon as a poem
 Storyboard the events of the Myth of Baucis and Philemon

Answers
1.3
Dudley spoke in a terrified
voice.
The lights went out.

4

Harry’s heart was thumping.

7

1

5

Harry looked around to see
what had turned off the
lights.
It suddenly turned very
cold.

3

Harry yelled at Dudley to shut
up.
Harry saw something in the
alleyway.
Harry stood still.

6

2

8

1.4
1. What ‘happened to the night’ at the beginning of this extract?
All the lights went out (including the moon and stars) and it became freezing cold.
2. What does Harry think happened at first?
Harry thinks he might have used magic by mistake.
3. How would you describe Dudley’s reaction?
Dudley is terrified and very cowardly. He ‘whimpered’ and moaned whilst Harry was
trying to find out the source of the problem.
4. What evidence (quotations) can you find to prove that Harry is tense?
‘goose bumps had erupted up his arms, and the hairs on the back of his neck were
standing up’
‘he opened his eyes to their fullest extent, staring blankly around, unseeing’
‘his heart thumped in his chest’
‘Harry felt a horrible jolt of dread as he stood trembling in the freezing air’
‘he turned his head this way and that’
5. Which sentence/s show us that we should be worried for Harry?
‘There was something in the alleyway apart from themselves, something that was
drawing long, hoarse, rattling breaths. Harry felt a horrible jolt of dread as he stood
trembling in the freezing air.’

1.5
1. What happens at the beginning of this extract?
The night turns; all the lights go out and it becomes freezing cold.
2. Why do you think the writer starts with this?
She is setting the scene for something scary to come. She wants the readers to
know that Harry is in danger.
3. What happens in the middle?
Dudley complains whilst Harry tries to focus on fixing the problem. Harry realises the
lights going out has nothing to do with him.
4. Why do you think the writer moves onto this?
Having Dudley interrupting Harry builds more tension as the readers worry for his
safety and think Dudley could get in the way. It makes the readers realise that they
are in a dangerous situation.

5. What happens at the end?
Harry hears ‘something’ that he had been expecting in the darkness.
6. Why do you think the writer finishes with this?
The readers still don’t know what it is, but if they have read previous books they can
guess. Withholding information about what it is builds tension as we are left to guess.
The idea that there is something there, potentially waiting to attack, is the highest
point of tension in this extract.

1.6
Use this model to mark your own paragraph and add any ideas you would like to steal.
The writer builds tension by describing Harry’s physical reactions to the situation. This can be
seen when it says, ‘goose bumps had erupted up his arms, and the hairs on the back of his
neck were standing up.’ Harry is reacting to the cold that has invaded the air. These physical
reactions also indicate that he is frightened of what could be causing this cold and darkness,
leading to a reader worrying about him. The word ‘erupted’ in particular shows that the
physical reaction was immediate and extreme, emphasising just how scared he must be. For a
reader, this creates tension as we know something dangerous and frightening is about to
happen.

Lesson 2 - The Myth of Baucis and Philemon

Think Harder: Moral Message
What do you think the moral of this story is?
Possible answers include:
•
•
•
•
•

be hospitable
be kind
treat everybody with respect
be generous
This is a story about the importance of xenia. Xenia is what the Ancient Greeks
called hospitality.

Stretch
1) Why is it important that Caucis and Philemon behaved in this selfless and hospitable
way to the gods?

2) What other examples of xenia (hospitality) can you think of?
Some possible answers include:

3) Is it important in our society to demonstrate xenia? Why?
Your answer could have included the following but if you disagree and have argued your
point well, your answer is also acceptable.

