
Ark Pioneer learning at Home 

Core Curriculum 

English Literature Week 12 

Work to be completed  

Note: For English, it is easier to do 3 days of 1 -hour literature lessons, and 2 days of 1 -hour 

English language lessons rather than the recommended 30 mins a day of core subjects.   

Ǐ Lesson One – ‘The Ballad of Birmingham ’ by Dudley Randall  

Ǐ Lesson Two – ‘Victory’ by Sherman Alexie  

Ǐ Lesson Three – Introduction to Ancient Tales  

 

Resources / links to help with work:  

Ǐ Additional Support LIT booklet for week 11 

o This has a simpler lesson  

Lesson 1  

Ǐ This is a link to Google Earth – look for Birmingham, Alabama.  

Ǐ This is a link to history.com, this to Wikipedia and this to the Encyclopaedia 

Britannica with details of the bombing in 1 963 of the 16 th Street Baptist Church in 

Birmingham, Alabama.  

Ǐ This is a link to a BBC Bitesize 2 minute video interviewing two survivors from the 

attack  

Ǐ This is a link to a 2 ½ minute trailer for a live dance performance called ‘4 Little Girls 

which uses dance to remember and interpret the Birmingham bombing.  

Ǐ This is a link to a 1997 Spike Lee PG documentary called 4 Little Girls. (1 ½ hours long)  

Ǐ This is a link to the poem we will be studying – the poem is being sung.  

Ǐ This is a BBC Sounds link to a 9 minute interv iew and a two minute Guardian 

interview  with Sarah Collins who was badly injured in the Birmingham bombing.  

Ǐ This is a link to a teacher leading an online lesson on the poem.  

Ǐ This is a link to Dr Martin Luther King Jr giving the eulogy at the fu neral of three of the 

girls killed in the bombing.  

Ǐ This is the text of the eulogy (sermon/speech given at a funeral  

Lesson 2  

Ǐ Watch this close reading of ‘Victory’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZtKRkD0uDU  

Ǐ Watch this video about exclamation marks  

Ǐ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zjf1k8QNRo   

Lesson 3 

Ǐ Knowledge Organiser can be found in this booklet at the end of this booklet   

 

How will this work be checked?  

Each week you will be given ‘red pen work’ to carry out corrections on the learning that you are 

doing at home. Please make sure this work is don e and that you correct all work in your exercise 

book before you complete the quiz.   

You must complete the weekly quiz for English Literature online and the link to those is on our 

school website in the ‘quizzes’ drop-down option from ‘Home Learning’.   

How much time should I be studying and what happens if I don’t finish all my work?  

https://earth.google.com/web/
https://www.history.com/topics/1960s/birmingham-church-bombing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/16th_Street_Baptist_Church_bombing
https://www.britannica.com/event/16th-Street-Baptist-Church-bombing
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zhh97ty
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NB9ic3sGa8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebuKaY0KIbI
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+ballad+of+birmingham&&view=detail&mid=FA9EB03AB7B4FE752678FA9EB03AB7B4FE752678&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bballad%2Bof%2Bbirmingham%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3cszmpg
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=sarah+collins+birmingham+bombing+survivor&&view=detail&mid=FAE321F53EB56AF7F682FAE321F53EB56AF7F682&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dsarah%2Bcollins%2Bbirmingham%2Bbombing%2Bsurvivor%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9la-GpFD1iE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=dr+king+eulogy+for+birmingham&&view=detail&mid=4F4322ABD4FF5B0FC9B74F4322ABD4FF5B0FC9B7&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Ddr%2Bking%2Beulogy%2Bfor%2Bbirmingham%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://drmartinlutherkingjr.com/birminghamchurchbombingeulogy.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZtKRkD0uDU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zjf1k8QNRo


For core curriculum subjects you are expected to do 30min each day as a minimum. Those 

subjects are English language, English literature, Maths, Science, History and Geogra phy.  These 

subjects all have a weekly quiz and will be checked in on by your form teacher when they call 

each week. Note: For English, it is easier to do 3 days of 1-hour literature lessons, and 2 days of 1-

hour English language lessons rather than the recommended 30 mins a day of core subjects.  

All other subjects are ‘Extended Curriculum’ and they should be done after you have finished the 

Core Curriculum tasks for the day. You should plan to do work in different subjects each day. We 

recommend that pupils do one hour per week in each of the ‘extended curriculum’ subjects.  

We recognise that it is not possible for all pupils to complete all work given the exceptional 

circumstance. Please speak with your form tutor about the work if it is becoming unmanageable.  

 

Support:  
 

These workbooks have bee n designed for you to work through them independently. There are 

several support resources available through the links above and further help inside this booklet. 

You can also complete the Additional Support Literature booklet for week 12 if you are finding it 

very challenging.   

However, if you have really tried but are still stuck or do not understand what is being asked, 

please email your form tutor with clear details of the subject, page number and question/issue 

that you have.  

This support pages at the end have been designed to help you with each section of this work 

booklet should you need it.  These are designed to keep your English brain active and engaged – 

they are not designed to make you worried!  Your teachers expect you have a good attempt at 

each question to the best  of your ability – they are not expecting perfection.  If you are finding 

anything particularly difficult then follow school guidelines about how to seek specific help.  

Why is the work in this booklet important to complete?  

This work is important to compl ete because you will be building your knowledge of the features of 

poetry. Poetry is an expressive form of literature which you will study for GCSE and if you choose to 

do so, A level. It is important to build your analytical and empathy skills using poetr y. It can also be 

quite fun to read, write and analyse poetry! The work you will be doing on metaphors can also be 

applied to all the texts you read in English Literature and Language. Metaphors are even used in 

everyday speech and articles.   

In addition, this week’s booklets have been designed to reflect real-life issues which are in the 

news today so you can have a better understanding of the world you live in. If you feel affected 

by these issues and would like to talk about this, please email your form tutor or speak about this 

in your weekly form tutor call.  

These poetry booklets also encourage you to read and write poetry which is a cathartic exercise. 

This means it helps you to feel less stressed and let out your emotions. It is important to process 

your emotions during these challenging times so that you do not bottle them in. This writing will 

also help you be better at communicating for real life situations as well as your GCSEs and A 

Levels.  

 

 

 

https://arkpioneer.org/page-strips/additional-support-workbooks
https://arkpioneer.org/page-strips/additional-support-workbooks


Lesson 1: ‘The Ballad of Birmingham’ by Dudley Randall 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Do Now: 

 

    Look at the images on this page.   

 

    What do they make you think?   

 

    How do they make you feel?  

 

You can use some words from  

the bank at the bottom  

if you need to.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

damage    explosion    sorrow     grief     death    funeral     bodies    injuries  

weeping    shocking   stretchers    mourners   injustice   memorials    children  

community    anger   sadness     

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0dkPYMbR8Sc/UiXNQ_PsPRI/AAAAAAAABjc/0jzdzGtbQvw/s1600/315.jpg


2. What happened in Birmingham, Alabama (USA) in 1963? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the text below: 

During the civil rights movement* the 16 th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama 

was a central hub to support the movement – demonstrators would meet there before 

marches, and activists would use the church to hold meetings.  T his activity made it a 

target for white supremacists** who would regularly call the church with threats in an 

attempt to intimidate (frighten) them.  

* a movement seeking to end segregation and give black and white people equal rights  

** white people who b elieve they are a superior race because of their skin colour  

On 15 th September 1963 the 16 th Street African American Baptist Church in Birmingham, 

Alabama (USA) was bombed by members of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK - a white supremacist 

organisation).  The attack was racially motivated and caused huge destruction to the 

church and devastation to the com munity.  The bomb was timed to explode during 

Sunday morning at 10:22am when the church would contain many people – 200 people 

were present either waiting for the main service to begin or helping with Sunday school.  

Sunday school took place in the church basement while the main service took place in 

the church upstairs.  The children had just finished Sunday school and five girls were in the 

bathroom putting on their choir robes to go and join the main service when the bomb 

exploded.   

Four of those five g irls were killed:  

 

 

 

 

Addie Mae Collins was 14    Cynthia Wesley was 14  

 

 

 

 

Carole Robertson was 14    Carol Denise McNair was 11  

Denise,  loved dolls and piggy banks —and all living things. She once stopped a 

neighbourhood baseball game because a dead bird was on the field; she insisted they 

not only bury it but hold a funeral for the bird.  

Carole was a budding academic star: a Girl Scout in  Troop 264, a straight -A student at 

Parker High School, a member of the science club and the marching band. She had 

https://crcl.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Addie-Mae-Collins.jpg


recently taken up the clarinet and was going to play in public for the first time on 

Monday, Sept. 16, 1963.  

Addie Mae and her two sisters h ad taken 20 minutes to get to church that morning 

because Junie's purse, shaped like a football, proved an irresistible toy —and they passed 

it back and forth as they walked.  

Cynthia Wesley, the daughter of a high school principal, had a knack for bucking u p the 

spirits of her classmates.  

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Collins was 12 at the time of the bombing  

Sarah Collins, sister to Addie, was 12 at the time of the attack and survived with terrible 

injuries and lost her right eye in the blast.  Twenty other people were badly  injured.  

This devastating act was a turning point during the civil rights movement and ultimately 

led to the passing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965, one and 

two years later.  This act was a crucial leap forward for the civil  rights movement.  These 

acts made it illegal to discriminate (treat unfairly) against anybody based on their race, 

colour, sex, religion or national origin.  It became illegal to segregate (forced separation 

by skin colour) schools, places of work and pub lic places.  It became illegal to make it 

harder for black people to vote.  

However, justice for the families of the deceased (those who died) took a long time to be 

served, and to this day the case was never fully resolved.  In 1965, the FBI concluded that  

they knew the five men who planted the bomb.   The men were KKK members who were 

known to the FBI but they did nothing to convict them.  It was not until 1977, 14 years after 

the bombing, that Robert E Chambliss was convicted of murder.  The case was reop ened 

in the 1980s and 1990s and Thomas Blanton and Bobby Frank Cherry were finally 

convicted in 2001 and 2002 – nearly four decades after the bombing.  A fourth suspect, 

Herman Frank Cash, died in 1994 before he could be tried.  

 

Answer the comprehension qu estions about this text on the next page.   



3. Comprehension Questions – remember full sentences, capitals and full stops: 

1. What was the civil rights movement?  

2. What is a white supremacist?  

3. What does ‘segregate’ mean? 

4. What was the name of the church bombed in  1963? 

5. In which city was the church?  

6. What organisation was responsible for the attack?  

7. How many people died in the attack?  

8. Who is this and how old was she when she died?  

 

9. Who is this and how old was she when she died?  

 

10. Who is this and how old was she when she died?  

 

 

11. Who is this and how old was she when she died?  

 

 

 

12. How many people were injured in the attack?  

13. What organisation knew who the killers were and failed to prosecute them?  

14. After how many years were three of the four bombers found guilty of their crime?  

 

4. Reading – Background information.  

Dudley Randall  (January 14, 1914 – August 5, 2000) was an African -American  poet  and 

poetry publisher from Detroit, Michigan .[1]  He founded a pioneering p ublishing company  

called Broadside Press in 1965, which published many leading African -American writers, 

among them Melvin Tolson , Sonia Sanchez , Audre Lorde , Gwendolyn Brooks , Etheridge 

Knight , Margaret Walker , and others.  

His most famous poem was ‘The Ballad of Birmingham’ written in 1965, two years after the 

Birmingham bombing.  The poem was set to music by folk singer Jerry Moore in 1967.  

5. Reading the poem  

Read the poem aloud at least twice .  Reading it aloud will help you hear the poem’s 

rhythm and rhyme.  You  can also listen to the poem being sung by Jerry Moore here  and 

another version here .  

Here  is another version of the poem with accompanying words and images.   

Each version is moving in its own way and is worth listening to.  

As you read and listen think about these questions:  

¶ Why do you think Dudley Randall wrote this poem?  
¶ Look up any words you don’t know that aren’t included in the glossary column. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Detroit,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dudley_Randall#cite_note-uicu_Life_and_Career-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American_book_publishers_in_the_United_States,_1960%E2%80%9380
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melvin_Tolson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonia_Sanchez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audre_Lorde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwendolyn_Brooks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etheridge_Knight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etheridge_Knight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Walker
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jerry+moore+ballad+of+birmingham&&view=detail&mid=2331841AF9683031122C2331841AF9683031122C&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Djerry%2Bmoore%2Bballad%2Bof%2Bbirmingham%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+ballad+of+birmingham&&view=detail&mid=FA9EB03AB7B4FE752678FA9EB03AB7B4FE752678&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bballad%2Bof%2Bbirmingham%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Ballad+of+Birmingham&&view=detail&mid=68850263F54C0A7D9C2468850263F54C0A7D9C24&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DBallad%2Bof%2BBirmingham%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dballad%2Bof%2Bbirmingham%26sc%3D8-20%26sk%3D%26cvid%3DAA13BEEF9FAE40BDB9C3C16D07C70550
https://crcl.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Addie-Mae-Collins.jpg
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The Ballad of Birmingham by Dudley Randall 

 

"Mother dear, may I go downtown 

Instead of out to play,  

And march the streets of Birmingham  

In a Freedom March today?"  

 

"No, baby, no, you may not go,  

For the dogs are fierce and wild,  

And clubs and hoses, guns and jails  

Aren't good for a little child."  

 

"But, mother, I won't be alone.  

Other children will go with me,  

And march the streets of Birmingham  

To make our country free."  

 

"No baby, no, you may not go  

For I fear those guns will fire.  

But you may go to church in stead  

And sing in the children's choir."  

 

She has combed and brushed her night -dark hair,  

And bathed rose petal sweet,  

And drawn white gloves on her small brown hands,  

And white shoes on her feet.  

 

The mother smiled to know that her child  

Was in the sacred place,  

But that smile was the last smile  

To come upon her face.  

 

Glossary 

ballad - A traditional poetic 

form used in narrative poetry. 

A ballad normally fea tures 

repetition, regular rhyme 

scheme and rhythm. They 

were traditionally penned to 

be sung or read aloud.  

downtown centre of the city  

 

 

Freedom March – a protest 

demanding equality for black 

people  

 

dogs, clubs, hoses, guns – all 

used by the police to end  

protest marches  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

drawn – pulled on  

white gloves and  white shoes – 

worn only on Sunday as best 

clothes, also a symbol of purity 

and innocence  



 

30 

 

 

 

 

35 

 

 

 

 

For when she heard the explosion,  

Her eyes grew wet and wild.  

She raced through the streets of Birmingham  

Calling for her child.  

 

She clawed through bits of glass and  brick,  

Then lifted out a shoe.  

"O, here's the shoe my baby wore,  

But, baby, where are you?"  

 

sacred place – holy church  

 

 

 

explosion -  bomb detonating  

 

wet and wild – crying and 

terrified  

 

 

clawed – to grab and pull in 

desperation  

 

5. Understanding: summary   

Complete this poem summary.  

(Use the word bank below to help you fill in the blanks.)  

 

glass      free    hair    Birmingham    shoes  friends    church   conversation   dogs    choir   

bricks   Freedom March   one  gloves   safe   explosion  

 

In ‘The Ballad of Birmingham’ by Dudley Randall the poem opens with a 

_______________between a mother and a daughter.  The daughter wishes to attend a 

_____________  ________________in the streets of______________.  However, the mother does 

not want her to go and says this will not be safe – she is worried about_____, clubs, hoses 

and jails.  The daughter assures her mother she will be with ____________ and w on’t be 

alone – she really wants to attend to make her country_________.  The mother refuses to let 

her go and says that instead she can go to _____________to sing in the children’s 

__________where she will be________.  We learn that the girl has bathed, b rushed her 

______and worn smart white ________ and ________to be ready for church.  Her mother is 

relieved that her daughter will go to church and be safe.  But not long after church 

begins the girl’s mother hears an ___________and races towards the noise looking for her 

child.  Despite searching through broken _________and _______to find her child she is 

unsuccessful – the tragedy of the death of her child is brought to the reader in the 

mother’s discovery of _______ of the daughter’s white shoes.  

 

 

6. Thinking Hard – The Poet’s Message 

Why do you think that Randall wrote this poem?  What was his aim?  

 

 



7. Think Harder: Poetic Devices 

Questions about the poem 

1. The theme of this poem could be considered as the loss of innocence – for an 

innocent child to  die in a terrible way.  Look for examples of children  and 

innocence  in each stanza (verse) and note them down.   

 

Stanza 1  ôout to playõ 

Stanza 2   
Stanza 3   

Stanza 4   

Stanza 5*   

Stanza 6   

Stanza 8   

Stanza 9   

 

*You will have to look hard in the 5 th stanza.   

Tip – think about what colours can symbolise/give meaning to.  

 

2. Repetition (using the same word(s)/phrases more than once) is often used in poetry 

to emphasise a point and Randall uses this to powerful effect in this poem.  Which 

words have you f ound from your list above  are repeated in this poem?  What point 

do you think Randall was trying to make?  

Tip: Look at the paragraph in Task 4 for help you.  

 

Randall repeats the words _________, ___________ and _________  in his poem ‘The Ballad of 

Birmingham.  I think he does this to show … 

 

3. What other words are repeated in the poem?  What effect does this have?  Find 

three more  examples:  

 

Repeated word or phrase Effect 

‘march the streets’ The poet wishes to draw attention 

the the civil rights movement and 

its cause.  

  

  

  

  

 

4. Randall opens and closes his poem with a question.  Find the questions and fill in the 

table below:  

Question  Who asks the 

question?  

Who answers the 

question?  

   

   



Using questions can be a way for a poet to draw a reader into a poem.  What is the 

significance of who answers the question in the closing question?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. We have discussed imagery in most of the previous poems we have studied.  This 

poem is not  filled with similes and metaphors, and the language use is fairly simple.  

The poet was very accomplished (clever) but chose to write the poem in this way 

and in the style of a ballad, a sad song.  Why do you think this might be?  
Clue: the answer is to do  with how many people he wanted to reach with his poem  

 

 

 

Lesson 2: ‘Victory’ 

1. Do Now 
Look at the following picture.  

 

1. What is the person doing?  

2. Why might they be doing it? (take a couple of guesses)  

3. What might happen next?  

 

 

 

 

 



2. Reading: Exclamation marks and Repetition 

In the poem included for today’s lesson, there are lots of exclamation marks and 

repetition. Read the following information on these techniques and why they are used.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Exclamation marks are punctuation marks that are put at the end of an 

exclamatory sentence. An exclamatory sentence is one that expresses a strong or 

forceful emotion, such as anger, surprise, or joy.   

Example:  I got a perfect score on the SAT s! 

Exclamation marks are also commonly found with sentence fragments or sudden 

interjections . 

Example:  Oh no!  

Exclamation marks are used in poetry to signpost where the speaker is feeling a 

strong emotion. Some poems use them to draw the reader’s attention to that part of 

the poem bec ause it is particularly important to understanding the message.  

Repetition is the repeating of a word or line for emphasis. It can also indicate that 

the speaker or writer is passionate, highly emotional or certain about what they are 

saying o r writing.   

For example:  Education, education, education (Tony Blair)

 

By repeating the word ‘education’ three times, Tony Blair (former UK prime minister) 

set out that his top priority was to improve education in the UK.  

Similarly, poets use repetition to emphasise a particular point they want to make.  

For example:  The death of Stephen Lawrence has taught usé (Zephaniah)  

By repeating this phrase in his poem, Zephaniah reminds the reader about 

Lawrence and how his death was unjustifiable. He does not want the name to be 

forgotten, so he repeats it three times in the poem.  



3. Reading: ‘Victory’ by Sherman Alexie 
Read the poem below at least twice. 

Victory 
By Sherman Alexie 

When I was twelve, I shoplifted a pair  

Of basketball shoes. We could not afford  

Them otherwise. But when I tied them on,  

I found that I couldn’t hit a shot. 

 

When the ball clanked off the rim, I felt  

Only guilt, guilt, guilt. O, immoral shoes! 

O, kicks made of paranoia and rue! 

Distraught but unwilling to get caught  

 

Or confess, I threw those cursed Nikes 

Into the river and hoped that was good  

Enough for God. I played that season  

In supermarket tennis shoes that felt  

 

The same as playing in bare feet.  

O, torn skin! O, bloody heels and toes!  

O, twisted ankles! O,  blisters the size 

Of dimes and quarters! Finally, after  

 

I couldn’t take the pain anymore, I told 

My father what I had done. He wasn’t angry. 

He wept out of shame. Then he cradled 

And rocked me and called me his Little  

 

Basketball Jesus. He told me that e very cry  

Of pain was part of the hoops sonata. 

Then he laughed and bandaged my wounds — 

My Indian Boy Poverty Basketball Stigmata. 

 

 

 

 

Shoplifted – stole 

from a shop  

 

 

Hit a shot – score 

in basketball  

 

Immoral – 

morally wrong  

Paranoia – worry  

Rue – feeling  

sorry 

Distraught – 

extremely upset  

 

Cursed – either 

bad luck or bad 

luck caused by a 

magic curse  

 

 

 

 

 

Dimes and 

quarters – 

American 

currency; coins  

 

 

Cradled – held 

gently  

 

 

Sonata – a piece 

of music  

 

Stigmata – marks 

on a person’s 

body that 

appear in the  

same place as 

Jesus’ when he 

was nailed to the 

cross. 



4. Comprehension and inference questions 
Answer these questions in full sentences.  

1. What crime does the speaker admit to?  

2. Why did he do it?  

3. How does he feel about committing this crime? Stretch: find a quotation to back up 

your answer . 

4. What does he decide to do with the shoes? Why does he decide this?  

5. What causes him to confess to his father?  

6. How does his father react? Stretch: do you think this is what the speaker expected?  

7. What does this story tell us about the speaker?  

 

5. Thinking more deeply: the meaning of the poem 
For each quotation, complete the table by identifying whether it is an example of 

repetition or exclamation marks and then write some notes about what this quo tation 

means and how a reader might react. You do not  need to answer all of the questions.  

Read the first one as a good example.  

Quotation Repetition or 

exclamation mark? 

What does the quote mean? 

What does it show us about the 

speaker? 

Are there any words which are 

particularly important? 

How might a reader react?  

“When the ball clanked 

off the rim, I felt  

Only guilt, guilt, guilt.” 

Repetition (‘guilt’) The speaker cannot score a basket 

with the stolen shoes on because he 

feels so guilty. The word ‘guilt’ is 

repeated to show how bad he is 

feeling. A reader might see him as a 

moral person who made a mistake.  

“O, immoral shoes! 

O, kicks made of 

paranoia and rue!” 

Repetition (‘O…’) 

Exclamation mark  

 

“O, torn skin! O, bloody 

heels and toes!  

O, twisted  ankles!” 

  

 

 

 



6. Thinking more deeply: analytical paragraph (this is an optional stretch task 

if you have time) 

Write an analytical paragraph answering the following question:  

How is the speaker presented in ‘Victory’? 

You can use your grid above and the sentence starters below to help, then use the tick 

boxes to make sure you have written a strong analytical paragraph.  

Topic sentence 

In ‘Victory’, the speaker is presented as… 

Quotation 

This can be seen when it says, “…” 

Explanation 

¶ What is the speaker describing here?  

¶ What more does it tell us about the speaker?  

¶ Are there any examples of repetition or exclamation mark?  

¶ Can you pick out a particular word and talk about its connotations?  

¶ How might a reader react?  

¶ What d o you think the writer was trying to do here?  

 

Topic Sentence Quotation Explanation Grammar  

 It answers the 

question.  

 It says something 

accurate.  

 It focusses on one 

thing.  

 Show that 

the  topic 

sentence  is 

accurate.   

 Avoid repeating 

the  topic 

sentence.   

 Last no more 

than two lines of 

your writing.   

 

 Explains what is 

happening at this 

point in the play  

 Draws out a key 

word or phrase  

 Considers a possible 

reader response  

 

 Quotation is 

marked with 

inverted commas  

 All sentences 

contain a subject 

and a verb  

 Capital letters and 

full stops are used 

properly  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 3 ς What are Ancient Tales? 

You will be starting a new topic called ‘Ancient Tales’ for your English 

Literature lessons.  

1. Do Now Activities 

Answer: What stories have you read this year? Which have you loved the 

most? Why? Which stories have been the most powerful to you? Why?  

 

Reading Information: Ancient Tales 

 

Over the coming lessons, we are going to read a number of different stories 

which are designed to teach us something.  

 

These stories come under the heading  Ancient Tales. 

Ancient Tales are stories that have been shared by generations in cultures 

across the world. 

These particular stories tell us something about how to live. 

The similarities in these stories suggest that humans have much more in 

common than they do differences.  

 

2. Before Reading: The table below details each tale we will read, and their origins. For 

each tale, think about the questions below. You can annotate the table with your answers, 

or write in full sentences on lined paper. 

Å Do you know anything about any of the stories? If so, what? 

Å Do you know anything about any of the authors? If so, what? 

Å Do you know anything about any of the countries? If so, what? 

Tale Author Origin 

The Cheetah’s 

Whisker 
KP Kojo 

Ethiopia and 

Eritrea 

Hansel and Gretel  
adapted by Carol 

Ann Duffy  
Germany  

The Wicked King 

and his Good Son  
Madhur Jaffrey  India  

Tales from The 

Thousand and One 

Nights  

translated by NJ 

Dawood  
Middle East  

 



3. Background Information: We are going to read a story by Madhur Jaffrey. It comes 

from a collection of stories called Seasons of Splendour. In the introduction to her 

collection, Jaffrey explains her fascination with stories. Read what she says and answer 

the questions below the extract in full sentences. 

Introduction to Seasons of Splendour by Madhur Jaffrey 

 

Our family tradition of storytelling consisted more of the 

family huddle. We would crowd around an aunt on the Big 

Room divan or around my grandmothe r on the Prayer 

Room carpet or, if my mother was telling the story from the 

drawing-room sofa. We would drape ourselves over its arms 

and back, even overflowing on to the floor, bodies 

overlapping bodies. The fund of stories seemed endless. The 

plump women  of the house would no sooner emerge from 

their baths in freshly starched summer voile saris, their faces 

smelling of powder or vanishing cream, than we would 

drag them to a sofa or carpet or divan to tell us a story. 

They would demur, we would insist. The y would give in and 

settle down languorously with a great  rusting of their crisp 

saris. Pillows would be adjusted. One leg would be tucked 

under the other. Soon there would be no sound other than 

the whirring of the fan and the twittering of the garden 

birds.  

… 

Some of the stories we were told were of ancient origin and 

were drawn from our religious epics. Others, also ancient, 

had no recognisable source. They had just been told, in my 

family, generation after generation for centuries. What all 

the stories  had in common was a clear moral tone. This 

made it more comfortable for the elders to tell them to us 

and, strangely enough, it made us children feel very secure. 

What was right and what was wrong was so very clearly 

defined.  

huddle – group  

 

divan – a long, low 

seat  

 

drawing-room – a 

formal room  

 

fund – amount  

 

voile saris – an item of 

clothing that women 

in southern Asia wear  

 

demur – show 

reluctance  

 

languorously – 

dreamily  

Ancient origin – stories 

from the past  

 

epics – a long story 

narrating the deeds 

and adventures of 

heroic or legendary 

figures or the history of 

a nation  

moral – lesson 

1. Who told Madhur Jaffrey stories as a child? 

2. What did the stories she was told have in common? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Think Hard 

How can you tell that this is a positive memory for Madhur Jaffrey? Write a 

paragraph in response to this question and select quotations from the text to 

support your ideas. 

 

5. Information: morals 

Madhur Jaffrey says that the stories she heard as a child had a ‘clear moral 

tone’.  

You may know the word moral. The definition is below.  

A moral is a lesson that is learned from a story or an 

experience. 

For example, the novel Oliver Twist shows us that it is 

possible to be a good person, no matter what 

happens in your life.  

Every Ancient Tale we read will teach us lessons, will contain morals. Part of the 

purpose of Ancient Tales is to teach us these morals in a way that is interesting 

and understandable.  

6. Think Hard: You are now going to answer the question below. Aim to write one to two 

paragraphs. 

Why are Ancient Tales an important tradition? 

You should include: 

- a definition of Ancient Tales, and 

- the purpose of Ancient Tales. 

 

Extension: To illustrate your points, include specific details from Madhur 

Jaffrey’s introduction. 

 

Before you check your work in the answer booklet, review your work from this lesson.  

Check 1: Are there any run -on sentences?  

Check 2: Does each proper noun begin  with a capital?  

Check 3: Have you used pronouns clearly  and accurately?  

Check 4: Have you checked your  spellings?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Lesson 3 Aim High/Stretch   
Madhur Jaffrey has written about a childhood experience 

during which she was told stories. Write three paragraphs about a significant 

memory from your childhood. Use the space below to plan, making sure you 

think about what each paragraph will be about, an d the vocabulary you 

want to use. You will also need to make sure you have included all of the 

mastery checks. You have 20 minutes to complete your writing.  Mark your 

work using the Mastery Checks once you have finished.  
 

Paragraph 1 
 

 

Paragraph 2 
 

 

Paragraph 3 
 

 

Vocabulary I will use 

    

    

Mastery Checks 

Mastery Check 1  Mastery Check 2  Mastery Check 3  

I have used every 

word from the 

vocabulary box 

correctly.  

I have commented on 

all the important things 

that happened.  

I have used capital 

letters and full stops 

correctly.  

 

General Stretch / Aim High Tasks  

Lesson 1 Stretch  

Ǐ Write your own poem in response to a tragic event. 

Try to use and experiment with: 

o Repetition 
o Rhetorical questions 
o Oxymoron 
o Metaphor  



Lesson 2 Stretch  

Ǐ Write your own poem or story with the title  Ψ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅΩ  
Ǐ Write about what you think the message of the poem is. What is the poet trying to 

teach the readers? 
Ǐ Write a poem about something you did when you were younger that made you feel 

really guilty. 
Ǐ Write a second analytical paragraph answering the same question but exploring a 

different quotation 

Lesson 3 Stretch  

Ǐ Research and find out more about Ancient Tales  

Answers 

Lesson 1 

Task 1 

Comprehension Questions – remember full sentences, capitals and full stops: 

1. What was the civil rights movement?  

The civil rights movement was an organisation seeking for equal rights for African -

Americans.  

2. What is a white supremacist?  

A white supremacist is somebody who thinks that the colour of their skin makes 

them superior to those who do not share their skin colour.  

3. What does ‘segregate’ mean? 

Segregate means to separate people of different skin colours.  

4. What was the name of the church bombed in 1963?  

The church bombed in 1963 was the16 th Street Baptist Church.  

5. In which city was the  church?  

The 16th Street Baptist Church was in Birmingham, Alabama.  

6. What organisation was responsible for the attack?  

Members of the Ku Klux Klan were responsible for the attack.  

7. How many people died in the attack?  

4 children died inside the church as a re sult of the bombing.  

8. Who is this and how old was she when she died?  

 

 

This is Carole Denise McNair.  She was 11 when she died.  

9. Who is this and how old was she when she died?  

 

 

This is Addie Mae Collins.  She was 14 when she died.  

10. Who is this and how old was she when she died?  

 

 

This is Carole Robertson.  She was 14 when she died.  

https://crcl.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Addie-Mae-Collins.jpg


 

11. Who is this and how old was she when she died?  

This is Cynthia Wesley.  She was 14 when she died.  

12. How many people were injured in the attack?  

Over twenty people were injured in the attack on the church.  

13. What organisation knew who the killers were and failed to prosecute them?  

The FBI knew who the killers were and did not prosecute them.  

14. After how many years were three of the four bombers found guilty of their crime?  

It took ne arly 40 years to find three of the four bombers guilty of murder.  

Task 3 

Poem Summary 

In ‘The Ballad of Birmingham’ by Dudley Randall the poem opens with a conversation 

between a mother and a daughter.  The daughter wishes to attend a Freedom March in 

the streets of  Birmingham.  However, the mother does not want her to go and says this will 

not be safe – she is worried about dogs , clubs, hoses and jails.  The daughter assures her 

mother she will be with friends and won’t be alone – she really wants to atten d to make 

her country  free .  The mother refuses to let her go and says that instead she can go to 

church to sing in the children’s choir where she will be safe.  We learn that the girl has 

bathed, brushed her hair and worn smart white gloves and shoes to b e ready for church.  

Her mother is relieved that her daughter will go to church and be safe.  But not long after 

church begins the girl’s mother hears an explosion and races towards the noise looking for 

her child.  Despite searching through broken glass and bricks to find her child she is 

unsuccessful – the tragedy of the death of her child is brought to the reader in the 

mother’s shocking discovery of one of the daughter’s white shoes.  

6. Thinking Hard – The Poet’s Message 

Here is an example of what you could have written. Check you answer makes sense after 

reading this and the poem again.  

I think Randall wrote this poem to ensure all who read it could understand what 

happened to the 16th Street Baptist Church, where this t errible event took place and 

most of all the unfairness of the death of the innocent girl in the poem.  He wanted to 

ensure all who read the poem were moved and shocked by the events in Birmingham, 

Alabama.  This poem for me is a good example of how powerf ul words can be.  It is one 

thing to read a newspaper headline: ‘Bomb Blast Kills 4 Children’, and quite another to 

read of a mother with ‘wet and wild’ eyes, clawing through rubble only to question ‘O, 

here’s the shoe my baby wore,/ but, baby, where are you?’ 

Task 5 – Think Harder: Poetic Devices 

Questions about the poem 

Stanza 1  ôout to playõ 

Stanza 2  “No, baby, no”, ‘a little child’ 

Stanza 3  ‘other children’ 

Stanza 4  “No, baby, no”, ‘children’s choir’ 

Stanza 5*  ‘white gloves’, ‘small brown hands’, ‘white shoes’ 

Stanza 6  ‘her child’ 

Stanza 7  ‘her child’ 

Stanza 8  ‘my baby’, ‘but, baby’ 



Randall repeats the words child, baby  and white in his poem ‘The Ballad of Birmingham.  I 

think he does this to show that the attack on the 16 th Street Baptist Church lead to the 

unjust death of innocent children.  He uses the colour white to represent purity and 

innocence, but perhaps also to show the white supremacists that the colour of their skin 

does not make them superior – these black child ren wore white as a sign of their 

goodness and purity, qualities that have nothing to do with skin -colour.  

1. What other words are repeated in the poem?  What effect does this have?  Find 

three more  examples:  

 

Repeated word or phrase Effect 

‘march the streets’ The poet wishes to draw attention the the 

civil rights movement and its cause.  

‘you may not go’ The repetition of this phrase is used by the 

poet to show that the mother did all she 

could to protect her child, but that he 

efforts will end up being in vain.  

‘smile’, ‘smiled’ The repetition of ‘smile’ and ‘smiled’ is 

haunting for the reader.  At this time many 

people reading the poem would have 

known about the attack and would have 

known what was coming.  It places the 

reader directly in the po em – in an 

uncomfortable position of knowing the pain 

the mother is about to experience, but 

being powerless to stop it.  Perhaps Randall 

wanted white readers to understand the 

powerless felt by so many African -

Americans during segregation.  

‘Birmingham’ The name of the city where the attack took 

place is used four times in the poem – 

including the title.  Randall wants the 

memory of what happened in Birmingham 

to be seared on the reader’s brain.  He was 

us to remember it now – today.  He never 

wants this t ragic event to be forgotten.  

2.  

3. Randall opens and closes his poem with a question.  Find the questions and fill in the 

table below:  

Question  Who asks the 

question?  

Who answers the 

question?  

“may I go…and march…in a 

Freedom March today?” 

The daughter  Her mother  

“But, baby, where are you?” The mother  Nobody  

 

Using questions can be a way for a poet to draw a reader into a poem.  What is the 

significance of who answers the question in the closing question?  

By having the mother ask the closing question the r eader is all the more aware that 

the daughter is no longer alive to answer the question her mother asks of her.  The 

reader however is present, is alive and knows the truth of what has happened to 



her daughter.  We are drawn into the poem – unable to look away at the mother in 

her grief.  

4. We have discussed imagery in most of the previous poems we have studied.  This 

poem is not  filled with similes and metaphors, and the language use is fairly simple.  

The poet was very accomplished (clever) but chose to writ e the poem in this way 

and in the style of a ballad, a sad song.  Why do you think this might be?  
Clue: the answer is to do with how many people he wanted to reach with his poem.  

 

Randall purposefully wrote his poem using simple language and stark images.  He did not 

want there to be any question around the meaning and message of his poem.  He wanted 

to be sure that his poem reached a wide audience and would be understood by all who 

read it.  By writing it in the form of a song it reached an even wider audi ence.  

 

Lesson 2 

3. Comprehension and inference questions 
1. What crime does the speaker admit to?  

Shoplifting a pair of basketball shoes (Nikes). 

2. Why did he do it?  

He would not have been able to afford them. 

3. How does he feel about committing this crime? Stretch: find a quotation to back up 

your answer . 

He feels ashamed. He says, “I felt only guilt, guilt, guilt.” 

4. What does he decide to do with the shoes? Why does he decide this?  

He decides to throw them in the river because he does not want to get caught or confess, 

but he feels so guilty he does not want to use them anymore.  

5. What causes him to confess to his father?  

He has been experiencing a lot of pain because of the tennis shoes and sees it all as 

punishment. He decides to confess because he can’t take the pain of either the shoes or 

the lying anymore. 

6. How does his father react? Stretch: do you think this is what the speaker expected?  

His father does not get angry; he cries and dresses his son’s wounds. This is probably not 

what the speaker was expecting, although it seems to make him feel a lot better. 

7. What does this story tell us about the speaker?  

We learn that the speaker: 

¶ Is or was poor as a child 

¶ Played basketball 

¶ Had a strong moral conscience (knew that what he did was wrong) 

¶ Is probably a Christian (reference to Jesus as the end) 

¶ Was very emotional 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. 

Quotation Repetition or 

exclamation mark? 

What does the quote mean? 

What does it show us about 

the speaker? 

How might a reader react?  

“When the ball clanked 

off the rim, I felt  

Only guilt, guilt, guilt.” 

Repetition (‘guilt’) The speaker cannot score a 

basket with the stolen shoes 

on because he feels so 

guilty. The word ‘guilt’ is 

repeated to show how bad 

he is feeling. A reader might 

see him as a moral person 

who made a mistake.  

“O, immoral shoes! 

O, kicks made of 

paranoia and rue!” 

Repetition (‘O…’) 

Exclamation mark  

The speaker feels pain and 

guilt for stealing the shoes. 

The exclamation marks 

show that he is experiencing 

a strong emotion. The words 

‘paranoia’ and ‘rue’ show 

that he is feeling so bad that 

his mental health is being 

affected. A reader might 

feel sympathy for the 

speaker. 

“O, torn skin! O, bloody 

heels and toes!  

O, twisted ankles!” 

Repetition (‘O…’) 

Exclamation mark 

The speaker is in a lot of pain 

from using the cheap shoes 

for basketball. The 

exclamation marks and 

repetition of ‘O’ shows he is 

feeling agony, but also 

indicates that he feels he 

deserves it because of his 

crime. A reader might think 

the speaker is punishing 

himself too much for his 

crime.  

6. 

Use this model paragraph to mark your own work. Add in any ideas that you missed.  

In ‘Victory’, the speaker is presented as very moral. This can be seen when it says, “When 

the ball clanked off the rim, I felt only guilt, guilt, guilt.” The speaker is describing how he 

felt when he missed the basket whilst wearing a pair of stolen shoes. He felt ‘guilt’, which 

shows that he couldn’t even enjoy playing basketball because of how bad he felt. The 

word ‘guilt’ is repeated three times, emphasising its importance to how the speaker is 

feeling. A reader would realise that the speaker has a very strong conscience and, whilst 

he did a bad thing, he is a good person inside. Perhaps the writer wanted to show that 

committing crimes cannot lead to good.  



Lesson 3 

1. Do Now Activities 

Å Have you answered the question?  

Å Think.  Can you write down 2 -3 different ideas / answers?  

Å How do(es) your answer(s) connect to the rest of the lesson?  

2. Before Reading  
Å Have you answered the question?  

Å Think.  Can you write down 2 -3 different ideas / answers?  

Å How do(es) your answer(s) connect to the rest of the lesson?  

 

3. Background Information 

1. Who told Madhur Jaffrey stories as a child? 

Her relatives. For example, her mother, grandmother or aunts. 

2. What did the stories she was told have in common? 

The stories all had a clear moral tone. 

 

4. Think Hard  
You can tell this is a positive memory for Jaffrey because  

she talks about how the family would ‘crowd’ around whoever was telling the story, 

showing how eager they were to hear the tales. Jaffrey also makes the memory really 

evocative by describing what the aunts would wear, and the sounds she could hear. This 

is clearly a vivid and formative memory for Jaffrey. Jaffrey also talks about how the stories 

made her feel. She says they made her feel ‘secure’ which means she felt safe when she 

was in this environment. 

¶ How does your answer compare to the model? Do you ne ed to add or 

change anything?  

 

6. Think Hard: Why are Ancient Tales an important tradition? 

Ancient Tales are stories which have been passed down from generation to generation in 

cultures across the world. For example, the story Hansel and Gretel originated in 

Germany. Rather than being written down, these stories are spoken. As well as being 

wonderful stories which are enjoyable to listen to, these stories are meant to teach us 

something. Madhur Jaffrey says that when her relatives told her stories when she was little, 

the stories had a ‘moral tone’. In addition, to her Ancient Tales are important as they form 

some of her happy childhood memories. 

Å How does your answer compare with the model? Is there anything you want to 

remove or add?  

 



 


