Ark Pioneer learning at Home
Core Curriculum
English Literature Week 11
Work to be completed
Note: For English, it is easier to do 3 days of 1-hour literature lessons, and 2 days of 1-hour
English language lessons rather than the recommended 30 mins a day of core subjects.
This week, we suggest you do your English Language booklet before this booklet because
the information there will be useful for your understanding of the poems in this booklet.
□ Lesson One – ‘What has Stephen Lawrence Taught Us?’
□ Lesson Two – ‘Equality’
□ Lesson Three – ‘Gangland’
Resources / links to help with work:
□ Additional Support LIT booklet for week 11
o This has a simpler lesson
□ There is support built into the lesson.
How will this work be checked?
Each week you will be given ‘red pen work’ to carry out corrections on the learning that you are
doing at home. Please make sure this work is done and that you correct all work in your exercise
book before you complete the quiz.
You must complete the weekly quiz for English Literature online and the link to those is on our
school website in the ‘quizzes’ drop-down option from ‘Home Learning’.

How much time should I be studying and what happens if I don’t finish all my work?
For core curriculum subjects you are expected to do 30min each day as a minimum. Those
subjects are English language, English literature, Maths, Science, History and Geography. These
subjects all have a weekly quiz and will be checked in on by your form teacher when they call
each week. Note: For English, it is easier to do 3 days of 1-hour literature lessons, and 2 days of 1hour English language lessons rather than the recommended 30 mins a day of core subjects.
All other subjects are ‘Extended Curriculum’ and they should be done after you have finished the
Core Curriculum tasks for the day. You should plan to do work in different subjects each day. We
recommend that pupils do one hour per week in each of the ‘extended curriculum’ subjects.
We recognise that it is not possible for all pupils to complete all work given the exceptional
circumstance. Please speak with your form tutor about the work if it is becoming unmanageable.

Support:
These workbooks have been designed for you to work through them independently. There are
several support resources available through the links above and further help inside this booklet.
You can also complete the Additional Support Literature booklet for week 11 if you are finding it
very challenging.

However, if you have really tried but are still stuck or do not understand what is being asked,
please email your form tutor with clear details of the subject, page number and question/issue
that you have.
This support pages at the end have been designed to help you with each section of this work
booklet should you need it. These are designed to keep your English brain active and engaged –
they are not designed to make you worried! Your teachers expect you have a good attempt at
each question to the best of your ability – they are not expecting perfection. If you are finding
anything particularly difficult then follow school guidelines about how to seek specific help.

Why is the work in this booklet important to complete?
This work is important to complete because you will be building your knowledge of the features of
poetry. Poetry is an expressive form of literature which you will study for GCSE and if you choose to
do so, A level. It is important to build your analytical and empathy skills using poetry. It can also be
quite fun to read, write and analyse poetry! The work you will be doing on metaphors can also be
applied to all the texts you read in English Literature and Language. Metaphors are even used in
everyday speech and articles.
In addition, this week’s booklets have been designed to reflect real-life issues which are in the
news today so you can have a better understanding of the world you live in. If you feel affected
by these issues and would like to talk about this, please email your form tutor or speak about this
in your weekly form tutor call.
These poetry booklets also encourage you to write poetry which is a cathartic exercise. This
means it helps you to feel less stressed and let out your emotions. It is important to process your
emotions during these challenging times so that you do not bottle them in. This writing will also
help you be better at communicating for real life situations as well as your GCSEs and A Levels.

Lesson 1: ‘What Stephen Lawrence Has Taught Us’
1. Do Now
Look at the images on this page.
What do they make you think?
How do they make you feel
Support: You can use some words from the bank at the bottom if you need to.

racism injustice illegal brother
son
father
unarmed
unlawful murder
protests
peace
violence
Black Lives Matter brutality global law justice
organise petition tragic
angry

confused frightened hopeless disappointed unsure
hurt
sad horrified hopeful

fearful passionate

2. Reading 1: Background information for poem
Some of this will be a recap for what you have studies in your Language
booklet this week. It is still important you read it and answer the questions
before moving on to the next activity.

Who was George Floyd?
On 25th May of this year, George Floyd, a 46 year old black
man, was killed by a white police officer, Derek Chauvin, in Minneapolis, USA.
Chauvin was filmed kneeling on George Floyd’s neck for over eight minutes until
he died. On 29th May Chauvin was charged with murder. The world has recoiled
in horror at this atrocious act and protests, marches and vigils have taken place globally
to demand justice for George Floyd’s family and an end to police brutality
against black people. Protestors stand in support of the
Black Lives Matter movement demanding racial equality
worldwide.

Who Was Stephen Lawrence?
Your Language lessons this week include an article about him and why he is famous.
Stephen Lawrence was a black British teenager from Plumstead, Southeast London, who
was murdered in a racially motivated attack while waiting for a bus in Eltham, London on
the evening of 22 April 1993 – he was 18. The case was hugely controversial (created a lot
of disagreement) because of how poorly it was investigated by the police and
courts of law. An inquiry into the handling of the case lead to cultural changes
of attitudes on racism and the police, and to the law and police practice. Two
of the perpetrators (people accused of the crime), Gary
Dobson and David Norris, were convicted of murder in 2012 – 19 years
after the crime took place. A 1998 public inquiry, examined the original
Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) investigation and concluded that the force was
institutionally racist. The murderers were always known locally but it took
nearly twenty years for justice to be served – and this was in no small part to the
tireless campaigning of Stephen’s mother, Doreen Lawrence, Baroness
Lawrence of Clarendon, OBE. To this day, not all those responsible
for Stephen’s death have been put on trial.
The death of Stephen Lawrence in the UK prompted Benjamin Zephaniah to
write a poem called ‘What Stephen Lawrence Has Taught Us’ that we will
study in this booklet.

3. Understanding 1
Comprehension Questions – remember full sentences, capitals and full stops:
1. What is the name of the American man whose death last month has sparked
global protests?
2. In what city in America was he killed?
3. Who has been charged with his murder?
4. What organisation is fighting for the equal rights of black people everywhere?
5. What is the name of the teenager killed in a racially motivated attack in 1993?
6. How long did it take for his killers to be found guilty of his murder?

4. Reading 2: Rhetorical Question, Repetition and Oxymoron
In the poem you will read today, Zephaniah has used many poetic techniques. Here is
an explanation of some of those techniques.
Rhetorical Question
A rhetorical question is a question that does not require an answer. They are
usually used to make the reader or audience think deeply about something or
to make a point they have just made resonate (encourage agreement or
evoke images, memories and emotions) more with the reader.
Rhetorical questions are often used in political speeches because they can be
persuasive. An example of this can be found in a speech by Greta Thunberg
when speaking about climate change at the Davos forum in Switzerland.
‘I wonder what will you tell your children was the reason to fail and leave them facing a climate
chaos that you knowingly brought upon them?’
Here, Thunberg persuades her audience to reflect on how climate change will personally affect
them and their families. It could possibly make the audience

Repetition
Repetition is the repeating of a word or line for emphasis. It can also indicate that the
speaker or writer is passionate, highly emotional or certain about what they are saying
or writing.
An example of repetition can be found in a very famous speech by a Civil Rights
Activist, Martin Luther King. In this speech, he repeats the phrase, ‘I have a dream’ at
the start of his sentences and builds of what he has said before therefore reinforcing his
passion and the injustice of the fact that he is having to ‘dream’ a world of equality
because it didn’t already exist.
Stretch: Oxymoron
Only read this section if you often finish your lesson quickly
and have time for a stretch task.
An oxymoron is a word or phrase which seems to contradict
itself and the terms in it to reveal a paradox. A paradox is a
seemingly absurd statement that when investigated, may
prove to be true. An oxymoron is usually used o highlight the
complexity of an underlying idea.
A famous example of the use of oxymoron comes from one
of Shakespeare’s most well-known plays which you will study in year 9, Romeo and
Juliet. In this play, the main character Romeo describes how his unrequited love feels:
‘O brawling love, O loving hate’. The oxymoron ‘loving hate’
A young Leonardo Di
contains a contradiction as love and hate are opposites so
Caprio playing Romeo
cannot be used to describe each other. This signifies the
in a film adaptation of
complex underlying idea that love and hate cannot exist
‘Romeo and Juliet’
without each other – unrequited love can cause hatred and
released in 1996 .
hatred can cause unrequited love. Therefore, Shakespeare is
highlighting how complicated and unpredictable love is.
As you read the poem now, try to spot these techniques and think about why they have
been used.

5. Reading 3: ‘What Stephen Lawrence Has Taught Us’
Read the poem below at least twice.
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What Stephen Lawrence Has Taught Us by
Benjamin Zephaniah

Glossary

We know who the killers are,
We have watched them strut before us
As proud as sick Mussolinis’,
We have watched them strut before us
Compassionless and arrogant,
They paraded before us,
Like angels of death
Protected by the law.

Mussolini – an Italian
dictator (violent and
powerful leader) in
the 1930s and WW2

It is now an open secret
Black people do not have
Chips on their shoulders,
They just have injustice on their backs
And justice on their minds,
And now we know that the road to liberty
Is as long as the road from slavery.
The death of Stephen Lawrence
Has taught us to love each other
And never to take the tedious task
Of waiting for a bus for granted.
Watching his parents watching the cover-up
Begs the question
What are the trading standards here?
Why are we paying for a police force
That will not work for us?
The death of Stephen Lawrence
Has taught us
That we cannot let the illusion of freedom
Endow us with a false sense of security as we walk the streets,
The whole world can now watch
The academics and the super cops
Struggling to define institutionalised racism
As we continue to die in custody
As we continue emptying our pockets on the pavements,
And we continue to ask ourselves
Why is it so official
That black people are so often killed
Without killers?
We are not talking about war or revenge
We are not talking about hypothetics or possibilities,
We are talking about where we are now
We are talking about how we live now
In dis state
Under dis flag, (God Save the Queen),
And God save all those black children who want to grow up

strut – walk proudly
with a swagger

Compassionless –
not caring
arrogant – selfimportant
the law –
complexities in the
law meant the killers
were not convicted
though the local
community knew
they were guilty
tedious - boring
paying - British taxes
paid by all who work
in the UK go towards
the costs of many
services, including
the police force
illusion – false idea
Endow – to give
institutionalised
racism - when an
organisation fails to
support people
because of their skin
colour
custody – when
being held by the
police
emptying our
pockets – a
reference to the stop
& search policy
which targeted
black people
hypothetics –
something that isn’t
real
dis state – a play on
words, suggesting a
nation, but also a
mess
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And God save all the brothers and sisters
Who like raving,
Because the death of Stephen Lawrence
Has taught us that racism is easy when
You have friends in high places.
And friends in high places
Have no use whatsoever
When they are not your friends.
Dear Mr Condon,
Pop out of Teletubby land,
And visit reality,
Come to an honest place
And get some advice from your neighbours,
Be enlightened by our community,
Neglect your well-paid ignorance
Because
We know who the killers are.

dis – using
Caribbean dialect

Benjamin Zephaniah

enlightened – taught

raving – a reference
to the times police
are called to
investigate a party
because the partyers
were black
Mr Condon – the
Commissioner (head)
of the Metropolitan
Police when Stephen
Lawrence was killed
Teletubby – a
character from
popular toddler TV
show in the 1990s set
in a fictional, fantasy
world

6. Thinking Hard 1: ‘What Stephen Lawrence Has Taught Us’
Complete these questions.
Support – if you are stuck with question numbers 2,3 or 4 go to the Additional Support
Booklet or week 11 for a good starting point.
1. Look at stanza 1. Who do you think Zephaniah is referring to when he uses the word
‘killer’s and why does he compare them to ‘Mussolini’? Stretch: Can you find any
other metaphors to describe these killers? What else does that suggest?
Stretch question: Look at stanza 2. ‘Open secret’ is an oxymoron.
2. What three rhetorical questions does Zephaniah ask in this poem? (Tip: Look for the
question marks.) Why do you think he asks them if doesn’t expect an answer? What
effect do they have?
3. Find at least three times Zephaniah uses repetition in his poem. What points do you
think he is trying to make?
4. What imagery (metaphors and similes) can you find in the poem? Why do you
think they have been used?
5. Why do you think Zephaniah wrote this poem? What experiences is the speaker
showing us here?

Stretch/Aim High – Thinking Harder 2
Write an analytical paragraph answering the following: How does the poet present his
experiences? It will help if you mark your previous answers and read the support
resources for this poem on the first page before you attempt this task.
Look at the Stretch/Aim High tasks at the end of the lessons in this booklet if you would like
more of a challenge.

Lesson 2: ‘Equality’
1. Do Now Activity
Complete these tasks in full sentences:
•
•

What has been your favourite poem so far? Explain why you like
this poem.
What has been your least favourite poem so far? Explain why you
did not like this poem.

2. Reading 1: Contextual information
Today you will read a poem by Maya Angelou who was an actor,
actress, author, screenwriter, a dancer, and a poet. She was an
African American, born with the name Marguerite Annie Johnson.
Maya Angelou didn't have the average childhood. Her parents split
apart when she was very young. Her and her older brother Bailey
were sent to live with their father’s mother, Anne Henderson, in
Stamps, Arkansas. Because Maya was an African American girl, she
suffered from racial prejudices and discrimination in Arkansas. She experiences
traumas and suffering at a young age but always tried to persevere and be a positive
woman who lives life to its fullest.
The poem you are going to read today contains a reference to a ‘painful history’ and
‘shameful past’. This could refer to the history of inequality for women in the past. It
could also link to today’s issues of gender inequality.
Arguably, this could also refer to a history of racism. As the poet is African American,
she may be specifically referring to historical events that involve race and have
shaped the USA. If you click on each heading in blue, you will be taken to an article
which explores the concept in more detail. If you have time, you can click on the links
and learn more about them.

Caution. You may find some of the content in these links of an adult or
upsetting nature.
This historical events may include:
• The Transatlantic Slave Trade. The Atlantic slave trade was the selling of African
people as slaves by or to Europeans and Americans that happened in and
around the Atlantic Ocean.
• Civil Rights Movements in US. Black people had to protest and fight for equal
rights in the eyes of the law in the UK and US in the 20th Century even after
slavery was abolished .
• Black Panther Movement. The Black Panthers, also known as the Black Panther
Party, was a political organization founded in 1966 by Huey Newton and Bobby
Seale to challenge police brutality against the African American community.
Some of these events link with the UK’s own history. Again, if you have time, you can
click on the links to find out more.
• Colonialism / Empire. We briefly learnt about this when we studied the Victorian
Era.
• The development of multi-racial Britain. We may have touched upon the
common belief, when studying Victorian England, that race… Some people
believe that Winston Churchill, one of the most famous UK prime ministers ever,
believed in racial hierarchies.

•

•

Race Equality Acts. We have learnt about these in our Values and Character
sessions. Before these laws were passed, it was not a criminal offence to treat
somebody unfairly because of their race. Note – this article does not have
information abut how this law changed and developed as it was written in 2005.
You can find a brief summary of the 2010 Act here.
Other key events in UK race relations.

3. Reading 2: ‘Equality’
Read the poem below at least twice.

Equality by Maya Angelou
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You declare you see me dimly
through a glass which will not shine,
though I stand before you boldly,
trim in rank and marking time.
You do own to hear me faintly
as a whisper out of range,
while my drums beat out the message
and the rhythms never change.
Equality, and I will be free.
Equality, and I will be free.
You announce my ways are wanton,
that I fly from man to man,
but if I'm just a shadow to you,
could you ever understand?
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We have lived a painful history,
we know the shameful past,
but I keep on marching forward,
and you keep on coming last.
Equality, and I will be free.
Equality, and I will be free.
Take the blinders from your vision,
take the padding from your ears,
and confess you've heard me crying,
and admit you've seen my tears.
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Hear the tempo so compelling,
hear the blood throb in my veins.
Yes, my drums are beating nightly,
and the rhythms never change.
Equality, and I will be free.
Equality, and I will be free.

declare – say something in a
serious manner
dimly – not bright
boldly – bravely, with courage
trim – neat or small by cutting
away irregular or unwanted parts,
cheated
rank – a position in a hierarchy
trim in rank – could suggest she is
unwanted and low in a hierarchy
of society
making time –
out of range –
wanton – deliberate and
unprovoked, having many
romantic relationships
blinders(pictured) – a pair of
leather flaps attached to a horse
to stop them seeing and feeling
clearly so they are more obedient
and follow orders of their rider

4. Thinking Hard: Metaphors and imagery
For each extract, explain what you think Angelou is trying to get us to imagine and
understand.
1. You do own to hear me faintly
as a whisper out of range,
while my drums beat out the message
and the rhythms never change.
2. I'm just a shadow to you
3. We have lived a painful history, we know the shameful past,
but I keep on marching forward,
and you keep on coming last.
4. Take the blinders from your vision,
take the padding from your ears,
and confess you've heard me crying,
and admit you've seen my tears.

5. Thinking Hard 2: Write your own poem.
Write a poem about equality or inequality. You can use the pictures to inspire you.
•
•

Repeat a line 4 times like Angelou has
Show the feelings of a person

Stretch/Aim High: Thinking Harder
Write an analytical paragraph answering the following: How does the poet express a
desire for change? It will help if you mark your previous answers and read the support
resources for this poem on the first page before you attempt this task.
Look at the Stretch/Aim High tasks at the end of the lessons in this booklet if you would like
more of a challenge.

Lesson 3: ‘Gangland’
Caution. The following lesson addresses adult themes and includes strong language. We
are not advocating you to use this strong language. This poet is an adult who has chosen
to use it for effect in his art. We know you will approach it with maturity. If you are
concerned or affected by any of the issues, please email your form tutor or discuss this in
your form call this week.

1. Do Now Activity
How would you like to be remembered when you
are gone? What are your dreams and aspirations?
What would you like the story of your life to include?
Summarise your response to these questions in at
least 2 sentences.
Possible sentence starters:
I want to be remembered for…
I hope that I will have achieved…
I want the story of my life to include…

2. Reading 2: Context
George Mpanga, better known as his stage name, George
the Poet is a London-born spoken word performer of Ugandan
heritage. His innovative type of musical poetry has won him
critical acclaim both as a recording artist and a social
commentator. The poem you will be reading today is written
by George the Poet and is in a spoken word style.
To learn more about this poet before you read his work, watch his BBC interview where
he reflects on the impact of George Floyd’s death here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xn6t74KJoO8
Here is a spoken word piece about coronavirus:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=42&v=V3YnWgZ0Ds&feature=emb_title
One of his poems, Can I Have a Word? includes the line,
‘Cos hate is deep but love is deeper
Everything we've been through is a crying shame but
We're living proof Stephen didn't die in vain’
Think: Which Stephen do you think he is referring to?
What is George the Poet’s view about racism?
Stretch / Aim High
Read this article and reflect on what else you learn about George the Poet’s views:
https://www.nme.com/music-interviews/george-the-poet-on-black-lives-matternewsnight-education-rap-interview-2683921

3. Reading 2: ‘Gangland’
□ Watch this performance of an autobiographical (about his real life) poem called
‘Gangland’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSEWuechVZ0
□ Read the extract below at least twice. Please note that this has been typed up from
the video where new lines have been started where there is a significant pause. This
is also why there is hardly any punctuation of capital letters and some mistakes
where the video is *unclear*.

Gangland by George the Poet
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my parents
my parents saw what was happening
in the area around me and they sent me to a school one and a half hours
away
so imagine just to get an education I’m travelling 30 miles a day
first I thought that was okay
I like an adventure
and even thought this was an unknown unknown I felt like there was no
world that I couldn’t enter
now
Queen Elizabeth Boy’s Grammar School, Barnet was not for the fainthearted
which I realised pretty much the day I started
but they send kids to Oxford and Cambridge *unclear*
for starters you can’t just go to QE
there’s a reason I’m coming all the way from Northwest
they had to accept you and to do that that man they assessed you
now let me explain what assessed meant
verbal reasoning
nonverbal reasoning
English and maths testing
imagine that
ten years old working your arse off
just to make it out of St Rafsbridge
my parents obviously wanted me to go to QE but
I wasn’t ready for the competition
I couldn’t even do long addition
but there’s nothing more
unstoppable than a mum on a mission
she taught me herself
6AM every morning for a year straight
these times my brother had just begun year 8
my parents were slowly learning how low
the education’s expectation of their children was and that didn’t reflect
the values they instilled in us
so boom I’ve done the assessment
then I got a letter of rejection
secretly I was relieved
I still loved the ends I wasn’t trying to leave and even though my friends
older brother died in beef I believed we could make it
despite the grief
but a couple of weeks later came a second letter
turns out I was on the waiting list
now they’re offering me a place I’m pissed
what am I supposed to say to this
listen if you come from St Rafs and you make it to Queen Elizabeth Boys

Glossary

fainthearted –
people who
are upset or
scared
easily
QE – short
for Queen
Elizabeth –
referring to
the school
Northwest –
of London
verbal
reasoning
nonverbal
reasoning types of
tests
letter of
rejection – a
letter from
QE saying
he didn’t
get in
waiting list –
he will be
put on a list
and offered
a place if
one
becomes
available
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you’re going there it isn’t a choice
my parents weren’t prepared to listen to noise about how I wanna stay in
school in the bits with my boys
and deep down I worked hard for that entrance exam because I knew
what it meant to the fam
I didn’t want to leave North West fam I plan to stay
but that school made me the man I am today
and I hated it
the uniform
the strictness
the distance from my friends
everything about the school was different from the ends
I mean
Queen
Elizabeth
Boys
it does what it says on the tin
from the first term I refused to settle my skin
I did everything I could to get kicked out
I messed about
rejected their whole ideology
two middle fingers up
that was my philosophy
coz obviously I’m coming from the ends
Freddie Smack *unclear* and I just wanted to go back there now
back home kids got expelled all the time so I thought sooner or later
they’re gonna draw the line
you know what
they never did
they could turn your life into a living hell
never turn their back on a kid
I began understanding their dedication
I can’t lie
I was inspired by the standard of education
everyone in the school was damn near genius
teachers included man that amount is serious
I realised the ends was just my comfort zone but what’s comfort though
I’m here because I actually want to grow
and I’m lucky enough to be in a school
where being a fool isn’t seen as being cool
my daily journey was symbolic in itself
I’d physically watch my environment change
every morning I left the ends for the suburbs with mansions where everyone
was driving a Range
at eleven years old I wasn’t finding this strange
to be honest with you I was amazed
I would just gaze out the window taking it all in every morning
imagining having a life in this place
one day think it was a Wednesday or a Thursday
it was definitely in January because it was near my birthday
I was in religious studies in deep thought as usual and Ms Goulding told us
to write down how we wanted to be described at our funeral
bit heavy for 11-year olds
but to be honest with you that’s my kind of lesson
because that’s my kind of question

wanna –
slang want
to
fam – slang
for family
ends – slang
meaning
place
where he
grew up
ideology –
collected
way of
thinking
philosophy –
way of living
gonna –
slang going
to
damn near
– nearly
comfort
zone – the
are you feel
comfortable
symbolic –
represented
another
idea or
thing
suburbs –
outer edge
of a city
Range –
Range
Rover, a
very
expensive
luxury car

so once again I’m projecting my life picturing all my potential moves and I
wrote that I want to be remembered as an entertainer with influential views
children know things
I’m the proof
as a certain clarity that comes with youth
coz deep down young people, all people, just want the truth
Anyway while I’m making progress in school things at home were moving
in the opposite direction
North west London is a big place but there always seemed to be problems
in my section
skins were firing
people in the ends were dying
tensions were intensifying
five days a week I had to change the way I speak
and on the weekend I’m catching up with the slang
see my neighbourhoods peak
I’ll be made to look weak if I’m labelled a geek
and I wanted to hang but I noticed estate kids who I used to play with
slowly becoming a gang
the gang movement came with very different energies
and inevitably it came with enemies
when neighbours started calling themselves thugs of Rafs as in thugs of St
Rafael’s estate
this would eventually bring me problems which not a lot of local young
black males escaped
Rafs had issues with neighbouring estates
man from Stonebridge and man from MB
I always find this ironic because I would’ve represented both if I ran for MP
now earlier I mentioned an estate called Mitchell Brook
we were cool with man from MB
there’s one right there
but my point is our most lethal conflicts happened within a 1-mile radius
we grew up just knowing that’s the way it is
suddenly everybody had an alias
listen when your social world is that dangerous
you want to be the baddest and the bravest and the craziest
not all relationships capsized
outside that one-mile radius
the ends had ties?
parts of it is my enemy
enemy is my friends but its also one community
you can see the other side in Church
when your niece is getting baptized
long story short, people had allies
past stone bridge there were other estates we used to chill in as children
closer to Willesden
in fact, we used to ride our bikes there
j’yu’know what I’m saying with our friends from bridge
before the situation got so sensitive
the ends was *lit* or *legit*
Saturday morning we do the house work empty the contents of the fridge
and ride our bikes to the other side back when our blocks were still
standing
just to knock for our own mandem
imagine without fear, without doubt
standing in the doorway like hello Rosby’s mum

projecting –
planning
out
potential –
things that
could
happen
clarity –
clear view
youth –
children
and young
teenagers
coz – slang
because
skins – slang
people
intensifying
– getting
more
intense or
worse
peak – bad
inevitably could not
help it
MB – short
way of
saying
Mitchell
Brooks,
mentioned
later
MP –
Member of
Parliament
capsized when a
boat turns
over
one-mile
radius –
within 1 mile
allies friends
mandem –
slang,
friends

is Rosby allowed out?
that was Gardener court
we used to call it G block that was part of the talk
Gemma and her sisters used to live in Cowen court
racism was everyone’s favourite sport
eventually we ventured outside of South side down past Bruce road down
to Talbot walk we used to spin around the courts past the blocks that were
boarded up playing knock down ginger whenever a door was shut
I can’t be the only one remembering all the stuff
before the war was love
I saw it bruv
I saw it

*knock
down ginger
– an unkind
prank where
you knock
on
somebody’s
door and
run away
before they
see you

5. Understanding 1: What is ‘Gangland’ about?
This is an autobiographical poem. Put these events mentioned in George’s poem into the
right section of his life.
Stretch/Aim High: Organise them in exact order they happened as best you can.
Compare this to the order of the poem. Think – why did the poet order the events this
way?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

George studied for an exam to get him into a good secondary school
George’s journey to school included walking through contrasting neighbourhoods
George played with friends from a different neighbourhood
George was rejected from Queen Elizabeth Boys’ Grammar School
George started noticing his friends becoming a part of a gang
George appreciated his teachers for not giving up on him
George secretly didn’t want to go to QE

Childhood

School/Teenage Years

Stretch / Aim High 1: Think Hard and Writing a Story
Write a story version of George the Poet’s life.
•
•
•

Use metaphor
Try to include all the events in the previous task
Stretch/Aim Higher – Try to use a non-chronological order in your story to flashback
to childhood times like George does in his poem. Research his adult life using the
links in the Stretch/Aim High menu on the next page and include events from his
adulthood too.

Look at the Stretch/Aim High tasks on the next page if you would like more of
a challenge

General Stretch / Aim High Tasks
Lesson 1 Stretch
□ Research more about Benjamin Zephaniah
o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Zephaniah
o Look for the Biography on this website: https://benjaminzephaniah.com/
o https://poetryarchive.org/poet/benjamin-zephaniah/
□ Write your own poem in response to what you have learnt about Stephen
Lawrence. Try to use and experiment with:
o Repetition
o Rhetorical questions
o Oxymoron
o Metaphor
□ Write a poem about ‘What George Floyd Has Taught Us’. Try to use and experiment
with:
o Repetition
o Rhetorical questions
o Oxymoron
o Metaphor
Lesson 2 Stretch
□ Read the article links in the Reading 1 section of this lesson. Make a poster or
leaflet summarising everything you learn.
□ Research and find out more about Maya Angelou.
o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_Angelou
o https://www.mayaangelou.com/
o https://www.britannica.com/biography/Maya-Angelou
o https://www.biography.com/writer/maya-angelou
o https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/maya-angelou
o Some of her poems: https://www.poemhunter.com/maya-angelou/
□ Write your own poem with the title ‘Equality’
□ Write your own poem or story about a desire for change.
Lesson 3 Stretch
□ Research and find out more about George the poet.
o His website: https://www.georgethepoet.com/
o With your parent’s permission, watch the full episode of the show where the
performance of ‘Gangland’ is from:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07sj2d2
o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_the_Poet
o https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jun/29/george-the-poet-is-stripsearched-by-police-after-gig
□ Write an analytical paragraph answering the following: What kind of experience did
the poet have growing up?

Answers
Lesson 1
3. Understanding 1
1. What is the name of the American man whose death last month has sparked
global protests?
The name of the American man killed last month was George Floyd.
2. In what city in America was he killed?
George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis.
3. Who has been charged with his murder?
Derek Chauvin has been charged with the murder of George Floyd.
4. What organisation is fighting for the equal rights of black people everywhere?
The Black Lives Matter organisation is demanding equal rights for all black people.
5. What is the name of the teenager killed in a racially motivated attack in 1993?
Stephen Lawrence was killed in a racist attack in 1993.
6. How long did it take for his killers to be found guilty of his murder?
It took nearly 20 years for two of Stephen’s killers to be found guilty in a court of law.
Others involved in the attack walk free to this day.

6. Thinking Hard 1: ‘What Stephen Lawrence Has Taught Us’
1. Look at stanza 1. Who do you think Zephaniah is referring to when he uses the word
‘killer’s and why does he compare them to ‘Mussolini’? Stretch: Can you find any
other metaphors to describe these killers? What else does that suggest?
Zephaniah may be referring to racists. Mussolini was a dictator who showed little
empathy or value for other people’s rights so he is suggesting racists do not value
other people as equals and are dangerous. The word ‘strut’ also suggests they are
poweful or proud of themselves.
Stretch: Other metaphors include: ‘they paraded before us, Like angels of death
protected by the law’. This suggests that they are responsible for people’s deaths.
The word ‘angel’ indicates how they may be seen as innocent even if they are
immoral. The idea that they are protected by law alludes to the systemic racism
discovered in the Macpherson Report revealing racism in the police force.
Stretch question: Look at stanza 2. ‘Open secret’ is an oxymoron.
This oxymoron could suggest that many people are aware racism exists but do not
make it known that that it does, treating it as a secret or being in denial. Therefore,
the secret is ‘open’ and aware in their minds but unspoken like a secret. Or, it could
suggest that it is a badly kept secret which some people try to hide.
2. What three rhetorical questions does Zephaniah ask in this poem? (Tip: Look for the
question marks.) Why do you think he asks them if doesn’t expect an answer? What
effect do they have?
‘What are the trading standards here?’ Trading Standards ensure that consumers are
protected from unfair trading. Zephaniah’s rhetorical questions points to how unjust
the situation is for the Lawrence family; if people can be protected against unfair
trading systems, why was Stephen’s family not protected against unfair laws and an
unfair criminal justice system. Why did they have to fight for justice?

‘Why are we paying for a police force That will not work for us?’ Throughout the
shoddy investigation of the death of their son, Mr and Mrs Lawrence’s taxes will
have been going toward the police force who were failing to properly bring their
son’s killers to justice. This fact is the same for black people everywhere who the
police have mistreated. Zephaniah’s rhetorical question shines a light on this
shocking truth.
‘Why is it so official That black people are so often killed Without killers?’
This rhetorical question forcefully points out that people who are killed must have
been killed by someone – and yet official statistics show that the killers of black
people are rarely brought to justice.
3. Find at least three times Zephaniah uses repetition in his poem. What points do you
think he is trying to make?
Repetition
Meaning
We, us, you, they

Zephaniah uses these pronouns
to emphasise the fact that the
black community are unified in
their quest for justice against the
police community who are
obstructing it

‘We know who the killers are’ opens
and closes the poem.

By opening and closing the poem
with this phrase, Zephaniah
makes it clear what his poem is
about and that he does not
intend to hold back in his attack
on the criminal justice system.

‘We have watched them strut before
us’ is used twice in the opening stanza.

This repetition emphasises how
powerless the black community
feels to have to witness such
merciless defiance of the killers of
Stephen and be unable to seek
justice.

‘The death of Steven Lawrence has
taught us’ is repeated three times in the
poem.

Zephaniah does not want
Stephen’s name or manner of his
death to be in vain or forgotten –
his repetition of this phrase
ensures that.

There are many other words and
phrases repeated in the poem – you
may have selected something else.

4. What imagery (metaphors and similes) can you find in the poem? Why do you
think they have been used?
Simile or Metaphor
Meaning
‘We have watched them strut before
us/As proud as sick Mussolinis’

Comparing the killers to a
murderous dictator shows the reader
exactly what Zephaniah thinks of
them – that they have abused power
and killed in a merciless way.

‘Like angels of death‘

Zephaniah’s short simile is brief and
packs a punch – he does not hold
back in describing Stephen’s killers –
likening them to creatures from hell.

‘Black people do not have a chip on
their shoulder,/They have injustice
on their backs/And justice on their
minds,’

Zephaniah purposefully employs an
overused metaphor in ‘chip on their
shoulder’ that has become a cliché
and cleverly intertwines it with a new
metaphor of black people being
weighed down by injustice pressing
down on their backs while longing
for justice consumes their minds.

‘we know that the road to liberty/Is
as long as the road from slavery’

Zephaniah uses this metaphor to
point out that despite the abolition of
slavery over 150 years ago, black
people are still not free of racist
treatment.

5. What experiences is the speaker showing us here?
I think Benjamin Zephaniah wrote this poem for several reasons. First and foremost, I
think he wanted to expose the killers themselves – to let them know that their
identities were known to the black community who were watching them. Secondly,
I think he wanted to let the world know that the police force was corrupt to its core
and was purposefully failing to serve justice to the Lawrence family. I also believe
that Zephaniah wanted to highlight that Stephen’s death was not a stand-alone
incident but part of a pattern, allowed and encouraged by institutionalised racism
within the police force and British law.

Lesson 2
4. Thinking Hard: Metaphors and imagery
1. Angelou is trying to convey how she feels her voice is not heard even though she is
speaking loud and steady like a drum where the rhythms never change. This could
symbolise how she feels that her calls against inequality are ignore in society.
2. Angelou writes that she is seen as a shadow to show how she feels like she is
ignored. A shadow is black so this could be alluding to her race. A shadow is an
absence of light, something is blocking it from the sun and it is usually ignored so
she may feel like racists, sexists or anyone who is trying to make her feel unheard is
blocking out the light an happiness from her light.

3. Angelou could be trying to illustrate how even though she is faced with criticism or
ignore, she will still move on quickly and proudly – ‘marching’ which will mean her
adversaries will ‘come last’. This could signify how she thinks their immorality and
willingness to judge somebody harshly will mean they will not be successful as a
person.
4. Blinders are used on animals to make them more easy to control because horses
cannot see as well with them. She is also creating an image of her adversaries
taking padding from their ears to acknowledge her crying. This is targeting towards
people who pretend not to see or hear discrimination and ignore it. She is
encouraging them to admit these issues cause people pain.

Lesson 3
2. Reading 2: Context
Think: Which Stephen do you think he is referring to? Stephen Lawrence – look at the first
lesson in this booklet or your Language booklet if you have forgotten who he is.

5. Understanding 1: What is ‘Gangland’ about?
This is an autobiographical poem. Put these events mentioned in George’s poem into the
right section of his life.
Childhood
•
•
•
•

George studied for an exam to
get him into a good secondary
school
George played with friends
from a different neighbourhood
George was rejected from
Queen Elizabeth Boys’
Grammar School
George secretly didn’t want to
go to QE

School/Teenage Years
•
•
•

George’s journey to school
included walking through
contrasting neighbourhoods
George started noticing his
friends becoming a part of a
gang
George appreciated his
teachers for not giving up on
him

Stretch/Aim High: Organise them in exact order they happened as best you can.
Compare this to the order of the poem. Think – why did the poet order the events this
way?
George may have wanted to emphasise how his neighbourhood had changed by
flashing back to happy memories of being able to mix with nearby friends while
describing how dangerous it was

