Ark Pioneer Learning at Home
Extended Curriculum
ART
Work to be completed
□
□
□

Work 1: Read artist information page and answer the questions (Page 1)
Work 2: Look at examples of Shepard Fairey’s political artwork (Page 2&3)
Work 3: Create a political artwork based on an important issue (Page 4)

Aim High and Project Work (Page 5)

Resources / links to help with work:
➢ How to make political art https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMVd5k2a2IM
➢ Art is a weapon for social change: Dr Tammy L Brown https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7o6kbRBFLdI
➢ Art as activism https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KLg8LMK_Ct4

How will this work be checked?
Each week you will be given ‘red pen work’ to carry out corrections on the learning that you
are doing at home.
If you complete your work to a really high standard please email a picture to your form tutor or
to info@arkpioneer.org and we will upload the best examples to celebrate on our website!

How much time should I be studying and what happens if I don’t finish all my work?
For core curriculum subjects you are expected to do 30min each day as a minimum. Those
subjects are English language, English literature, Maths, Science, History and Geography. These
subjects all have a weekly quiz and will be checked in on by your form teacher when they call
each week.

All other subjects are ‘Extended Curriculum’ and they should be done after you have finished
the Core Curriculum tasks for the day. You should plan to do work in different subjects each
day. We recommend that pupils do one hour per week in each of the ‘extended curriculum’
subjects.
We recognise that it is not possible for all pupils to complete all work given the exceptional
circumstance. Please speak with your form tutor about the work if it is becoming
unmanageable.

Shepard Fairey on Political Art
In terms of achieving what I’d like to achieve with my art—which is to
encourage someone to think about an issue in a way they may not have—
finding evocative imagery and symbols that can translate complex ideas in
relatable ways is far more challenging than making portraits. At the same
time, there may be no more effective means of impacting things—socially,
politically, and conceptually—than portraits that potentially appeal in a
more shallow way. Don’t get me wrong; I love the superficial as much as the
next person, but I also like to weave in substance.
Anyone who isn’t exasperated right now isn’t paying attention. In fairness, I
think Obama is a uniquely gifted communicator, who was a needed contrast
to the darkness, fear, and cynicism of the Bush presidency. The optimism
people felt about Obama, including me, might be a once in a lifetime
thing—hopefully not, but possibly so. I created artwork for Bernie Sanders
because Bernie Sanders’ ideas are ideas I agree with, and though I doubted
that he would become the nominee, I wanted to demonstrate my support
for his policy positions. I agree with most of Hillary Clinton’s policy positions,
but I have disagreed with her on a few things like her support of the Iraq War,
and her Wall Street ties. I’m also not a big fan of political family dynasties,
though I think the Kennedy’s might be a positive exception.
Make America Smart Again is an attempt to remind people what’s
important. It’s pretty simple—educate yourself enough to genuinely
understand the issues you’re voting for and where the various candidates
stand on those issues. The main reason we decided to keep Make America
Smart Again nonpartisan, even though I’m personally outspoken about my
leanings, is that when told how to think, people tend to dig their heels in on
their existing positions, rather than to look at a spectrum of views and possibly
changing their opinion.
I think political art is great all the time, but of course during an election cycle
politics are more of a focus for most people. The great thing about art, in
general, is that it can break through pre-dispositions by impacting people
emotionally; then their intellectual side wants to justify their emotional
response. Understanding that about art, I feel that it’s important to use art as
a tool of persuasion responsibly. Advertising uses the same techniques, not
always for things that I think are good for people.
If art can crystalize a complex idea in a relatable way, it can create
important conversations. Many people feel like spectators in our democracy
because they don’t feel qualified to weigh in and they don’t think their vote
counts for much anyway. Images that can generate a conversation
empower people to feel confident about their right to voice their opinion,
which leads to a more meaningful understanding of how they can
participate in Democracy and empower themselves.

1. Why do you think political art is important?
2. What issues do you feel strongly about?
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Examples of Shepard
Fairey’s work:
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Activity:
Create a poster based on an issue you feel strongly about.
What message would you like to communicate through your work?
You can use any medium e.g. pencil, paint, newspapers, ink etc.
Success Criteria:
- Use a combination of imagery and text
- Make text bold and clear
- Use Fairey’s work to inspire your own
- Convey a message about an issue that is important to you and that can
be used to inspire others.

Examples of important
issues which can be
challenged/explored
through art:
-

Inequality
Racism
Homophobia
Sexism
Environment
Elections
Propaganda
Relationships
Consumerism
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Aim High:

Describe your thought process when making your
artwork. Why did you want to communicate this
particular message? What makes it important?
What do you think can be done to solve this issue?
Project work:
Research another political artist and create an
artist research page. Then create a personal
response to their work.
Examples of political artists:

Ai Weiwei
Jean-Michel Basquiat
Banksy
Aaron Douglas
Marlene Dumas
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